MINUTES

DICOM WG-22 (Dentistry)

San Tropez Room, Estrel Hotel, Berlin, June 27, 8.00 am – 11.00 am

Members Present: Allan G. Farman (U. Louisville), Frank Stockmann (IVS Solutions), Kris Hermans (Barco), Henri Veistera (Planmeca), Roberto Molteni (AFP/QR), Akitoshi Katsumata (Asahi U.), Yoshihiko Hayakawa (Kitami Technical Inst), Hartmut Feuerhahn (Danaher/Dexis), Dirk Schulze (U. Freiberg), Michael Gessat (U. Leipzig), Thomas Treichel (U. Leipzig)

Apologies: Xavier Carayol (Carestream), Uwe Zeller (Gendex), Greg Zeller (U. Maryland), Lutz Ritter (U. Cologne), Tomohiro Okano (Showa U.), Antonio Magni (Tops), Bill Harell (Ortho),  Carla Evans (U. Illinois Chicago), Wiliam Fitzpatrick (Suni), Madhu Nair (U. Florida), Jie Yang (Temple U.), Chris Bope (Soredex), Paul van der Stelt (ACTA).

The meeting commenced at 8.00 am with a presentation by Dr. Allan G. Farman on the role of WG-22 (Dentistry) in DICOM, Supplements it has helped develop and collaboration with other DICOM Working Groups and the Standards Committee on Dental Informatics of the American Dental Association. While these collaborations have been productive, it had been difficult to derive interest from the previous participants in WG-22 for collaborations beyond radiologic and basic visible light images. To participate in collaboration with WG 24 (Surgery) on dental aspects of implants had needed securing participation largely from the dental implantology and implant planning industries in Europe. Further, there was much interest in DICOM in Japan with the need to bring efforts from that part of the world to the main DICOM table to assure no geographic variation in the Standard and its interpretation. Finally it was noted that the WG-22 Strategic Plan needs updating as most of the goals outlined within it have already been achieved.

Michael Gessat and Thomas Treichel who are active as project directors for Supplements being led by DICOM WG-24 (Surgery) concerning implants briefly overviewed these draft Supplements and their positioning. Both Supplements they represent are close to completion with Michael Gessat noting that Supplement 131 (Implant Templates) has been approved for public comment, and Thomas Treichel indicating that a new version of Supplement 134 (Implantation Planning SR Document) would be the topic of a WG-06 T-con on July 22, 2009. Frank Stockmann agreed to be the WG-22 Project Leader to assure that correct .terminology and descriptors would be developed to include with the implants, hopefully prior to these being balloted. He will be communicating with WG-22 membership for inputs to this process.

Kris Hermans of Barco indicated an interest to develop a work item on display quality assurance to ensure consistency of the digital image representation. This would need to be coordinated with DICOM WG-11 that is responsible for image display function standards.

Roberto Molteni noted that there is a (mandatory?) German standard, called VDDS, regarding the way diagnostic imaging software interfaces with practice management software. He suggested that as these rules already must be followed by manufacturers for the German market, perhaps it would be a good idea to see if they could be part of an international standard. Dirk Schulze agreed to look into this possibility.

Drs. Hayakawa (Faculty of Engineering, Kitami Technical Institute) and Katsumata  (School of Dentistry, Asahi University) noted that, under the direction of Professor Tomohiro Okano, the Japanese Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology has created a DICOM Committee of its organization with nine members from academe and industry. All of these are now members of DICOM WG-22. Dr. Hayakawa and Dr, Katsumata will be returning to the JSOMR Committee to discuss the idea of acting as a project group of WG-22 for specific tasks, and to determine which tasks are of greatest interest to JSOMR.  Dr. Hayakawa will be translating WG-22 minutes and documents into Japanese to facilitate broad inclusivity of involvement in Japan,

Following discussion, the idea of emulating other DICOM WGs such as WG-24 in creating project groups for specific tasks that could be interest of geographically based would be a good way to initiate and complete new projects, so long as these are coordinated centrally and approved by WG-22 in general. 

Topics to be investigated for future work items include optical impressions (also an interest of WG-24), and image fusion between CBCT and visible light.

The next meeting of DICOM WG-22 will be at RSNA in Chicago, probably on Wednesday morning, December 2 during which time a new Strategic Plan will be developed, among other activities. There may well be a brief member recruitment activity for DICOM WG-22 at the American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology meeting, Louisville, KY, October 21-24, 2009.

The meeting concluded at 11:00 am

Respectfully Submitted,

Allan G. Farman, Chair
July 11, 2009
Reviewed by Counsel:
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