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1. Purpose of the Conference Call
The purpose of the conference call was to receive an oral report on the ISO meeting that was held in London from August 27 to 29, 2001.  Committee members hoped to identify key issues and develop a strategy for further interaction with ISO.
2. Discussion

Hidenori Shinoda and Charles Parisot provided a report on their experience as official representatives of the DICOM Standards Committee to ISO Technical Committee 215 on Health Informatics, which is chaired by Peter Tresedar.  At the beginning of the meeting, they encountered some animosity and a perception that the DICOM community had not addressed certain, important, healthcare imaging needs that were recognized by TC215.  However, by the end of the third day, the tone had changed considerably, and there was a strong interest in cooperation between the two groups.  Another problem is that members of TC215 saw little evidence of substantial and consistent participation by members of the DICOM community in the work of the ISO.

Looking to the future, attendees at the London meeting proposed to arrange a joint meeting in early January (perhaps, in San Diego on Jan. 11 and 12 – following the HL7 meeting) between TC215’s Working Group Two and DICOM’s Working Group Ten.  Members of the executive committee endorsed this proposal and asked Cor Loef (co-chair of DICOM’s WG-10) to contact Ed Hammond (chair of TC215’s WG-02) and develop an agenda for such a meeting.  A teleconference among members of WG-10 should be arranged near the end of October (perhaps during the WG-06 meeting) to review the plans for the January event.

Arranging for the DICOM standard to become an ISO standard was another key topic for discussion.  Two precedents have been identified – a project to have IEEE’s Standard 1073 on Medical Device Communications adopted as an ISO standard and an effort to achieve international acceptance for HL7.  Members would like to study these models and determine what steps would be appropriate for DICOM.  Three key issues were noted:

· Ownership of the copyright, 

· How such a standard would be sold and 

· How to produce and distribute translations.  

Charles Parisot is to send a copy of the agreement between HL7 and ISO to Howard Clark, who will prepare a similar draft agreement between DICOM/NEMA and ISO for subsequent consideration by the executive committee.

3. Other Business

No other business was brought before the group. 

4. Adjournment
The teleconference was adjourned at 10:00 A.M.
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