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PRESIDING OFFICER:				Dr. Alan Rowberg, Chairman








1.	APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES





Minutes from the teleconference meetings of January 15, 1999, June 3, 1999; November 2, 1999 and November 20, 2000 were reviewed.  One corection was noted.  On page 2 in the minutes of the meeting for June 3, 1999 there is a reference to an organization called “Insights.”  That word should be replaced by the acronym NCITS which sstands for the National Committee for Information Technology Standards.  With that correction, all of the minutes were approved.








2.	REVIEW OF PRIOR WG4 WORK





Dr. Rowburg noted that this is the first face-to-face meeting of the committee since he assumed leadership about two years ago.  Details of the Committee’s recent deliberations are, of course, provided in the minutes of the four telephone conference calls that were reviewed and approved in Item 1.  During this period, ISO/IEC’s Joint Technical Committee 1 has been working on an update to the JPEG standard.  This update was issued in December of 2000 and is known as JPEG 2000.  Looking to the future, Dr. Rowberg saw three primary objectives:


Review the scope of JPEG 2000;


Determine the extent to which this new standard could be incorporated into DICOM and


Establish a process for accomplishing that task.








3.	PRESENTATION OF JPEG 2000 STANDARD AND CURRENT STATUS





Dr. David Clunie provided a briefing on how the DICOM standard currently uses the previous version of JPEG to handle image compression.  He, then, explained some of the key differences between the old and new version of JPEG.  








4.	DISCUSSION OF JPEG 2000 IMPACTS AND OPTIONS





Dr. Clunie distributed and reviewed the contents of a rough, working draft that he had prepared for a new supplement to the DICOM Standard (Supplement 61: JPEG 2000 Transfer Syntax Support).  He agreed to place a copy of that document on NEMA’s web page for all to review and provide comments.  





The principal need at this time is to locate an editor who can collect and incorporate the comments of the committee members and others who participate in the review.  No champion came forward during the meeting.  The chairman and others present will work to recurit an editor.





Michael Flynn offered to prepare an annex on irreversible encoding options.  This offer was accepted with appreciation.





A significant portion of the discussion was concerned with the need to maintain an accurate rendition of color in certain circumstaances.  Thus, for example, a dermatologist may need to compare the color of a particular area of tissue over an extended period of time.  It would be important, in such cases, to ensure that any percieved changes in color could actually be attributed to changes in the tissue and not to errors in the way colors are rendered by the computer. 








5.	NEW BUSINESS





Howard Clark reported that several boxes of Xray film currently reside beneath his desk at NEMA’s headquarters.  Apparently, this film was used in a study conducted by the Working Group several years ago.  He asked if there was any need to continue storing these films and, if not, how it shoulod be handled.  No reason could be found to keep the film.  It could be offered to Kodak for potential retrieval of the silver contained within it.  Alternatively, if Kodak is not interested, then, it could be forwarded to a local hospital for disposal in the appropriate manner.  Dr. Clark agreed to contact some representatives of Kodak and follow their advice.





Howard Clark announced that NEMA has acquired a license for a software program called WEBEX that allows a group of people connected via a teleconference to work jointly on a document that is available on the computer screen of all participants at the same time.  Dr. Rowberg asked Dr. Clark to set up a short two or three person demonstration of how the system works.








6.	TIME AND PLACE FOR THE NEXT MEETING





The chairman announced that the next meeting would be held by teleconference at 11 A.M. EST on April 19, 2001.








7.	ADJOURNMENT





The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 P.M.








Reported by:					Howard E. Clark, Ph.D.


						Secretary, WG 4, DICOM Stds. Comte. 


						(March 2, 2001)
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