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Presiding Officers:





Alan Rowberg, Co-Chair

Lev Weisfeiler, Co-Chair

1. Preliminary Events

Participants identified themselves and their employers.  

The secretary reported that a quorum was present.  

Members reviewed and approved the minutes from the teleconference of October 25, 2005.

2. Supplement 106 – JPEG Interactive Protocol

Lev Weisfeiler provided a short history of the development of this supplement to the DICOM Standard that was approved for final text at the January 2006 meeting of WG-06.  From beginning to end, the work required about 18 months.  This review was followed by a detailed presentation of the capabilities and limitations of this newest supplement to the Standard.  Mr. Weisfeiler’s presentation also included a short demonstration of the JPIP technology.  A copy of his presentation may be found in the Minutes Folder for this meeting at:

http://medical.nema.org/Dicom/minutes/WG-04/2006/.

3. Irreversible Compression in the Canada Health Infoway

Peter R.G. Bak, Ph.D., who serves as Project Director for Diagnostic Imaging and Laboratory Architecture with the Canada Health Infoway, briefed members and guests on Canada’s need for safe and reliable compression of medical image files.  He estimates that an acceptable degree of compression could save Canada about $100 Million per year.  The major cost, he believes, is not storing images but managing the storage.  Tests are underway to determine whether one can use lossy compression without degrading image quality or reducing the accuracy of diagnoses.  He expects that the Canadian government will declare DICOM’s JPEG, JPEG2000, and JPIP as Pan-Canadian standards authorized for use throughout the country.  A copy of Dr. Bak’s presentation may be found in the Minutes Folder for this meeting.

4. Possible Future Work Items for Working Group Four

No specific, future work items were proposed for presentation to the DICOM Standards Committee.

5. New Business

No new business was brought before the group at this time.

6. Time, Place and Topics for Future Meetings

No specific dates were set for future meetings of WG-04.

7. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM.
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