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1.
Approval of Previous Minutes
Minutes from the WG 6 meeting held at NEMA Headquarters in Rosslyn, VA from September 10 - 13, 2001 were reviewed and approved.

2. NEMA Staff Report

Committee Secretary Howard Clark reported that only two ballots (# 58 and #59) were approved at the last meeting, and their deadlines had not yet arrived.  Any outstanding issues will be handled in January.

3. Correction Package 14

The following correction proposals were included in Correction Package 14 issued for letter ballot (#59) in September of 2001:

· CP199 – Specific Character Set in Modality Worklist.  

· CP207 – Retire Unused DICOM Attributes.

· CP231 – Order and Number of Storage Associations Irrelevant.

· CP232 – Allow Additional Optional Query Keys at Patient and Study Level.

· CP246 – Undefined Length UN VR Value Is Always Implicit VR.

· CP251 – Addition of DISCONTINUED Reason to MPPS.

· CP259 – Retire Unused Photometric Interpretations.

· CP260 – Add Numeric Measuring Qualifier.

· CP264 – Clarify Matching Requirements for Modality Worklist.

Because the ballots are not due back until November, discussion on this item was deferred until the January meeting.

4. Previously Reviewed Correction Proposals

The following correction proposals were reviewed and, after some discussion, unanimously approved for inclusion in Correction Package 15 to be issued for letter ballot in November of 2001:

· CP257 – Clarify Referenced Study Component Sequence.

· CP261 – Specification of Identifier or Selection Values.

· CP262 – Multiple Observers in Observer Context Template.

· CP265 – Modify Numeric Measurement Templates.
· CP266 – Inferred from Code and Num in Enhanced SOP Class.

· CP267 – Correct Basic Directory IOD ER Figure.

The following correction proposals were reviewed and, after some discussion, unanimously approved for inclusion in the voting packet for January:

· CP273 – Correct Identical Document Sequence Typo.

The following additional correction proposals were reviewed and dispatched as noted:

· CP247 – Codes for Persons in Composite Objects.



Continues assigned to David Clunie for additional work.

· CP248 – Patient Position Attribute Conditionality.

Continues assigned to Harry Solomon for additional work.

· CP256 – Add New View Terms to NM View Code Sequence.



Continues assigned to Jeff Polheimer for additional work.

· CP258 – Radiation Dose Module Attributes for CT.



Continues assigned to Working Group 21 for action.

· CP268 – Clarify Definition of SOP Instance  

Continues assigned to Andrei Leontiev for additional work.

· CP269 – Define Media Storage Services

Continues assigned to Andrei Leontiev for additional work.

· CP270 – Add Modifying Equipment Sequence.

Continues assigned to Andrei Leontiev for additional work.

· CP271 – Clarify C-Find Behavior When There Is No Match

Assigned to David Clunie for additional work.

· CP272 – Addition of Attribute to Distinguish Change/Add Cases in MPPS

Continues assigned to Alvin Belden for additional work.

· CP274 – Add Definition for Template Parameters

Assigned to Harry Solomon for additional work.

· CP275 – Clarify Transitivity of Enumerated or Defined Templates

Assigned to Harry Solomon for additional work.

· CP276 – Parameterize Numeric Measurement Templates

Assigned to Harry Solomon for additional work.

5. New Change Proposals
The following new change proposals were reviewed and dispatched as noted:

· CP_ah01_column_angulation_vr.doc – Correction of VR for Column Angulation

Designated CP279 – Correction of VR for Column Angulation. 

Assigned to Andrew Hewett.

· CP_ah02_order_of_subitems.doc – Order of Sub-Items within a User Information Item

Designated CP280 – Order of Sub-Items within a User Information Item.

Assigned to Dwight Simon.

· CP_anl04_RefstudySqWL.doc – Clarify Use of Referenced Study Sequence in MWL

Designated CP281 – Clarify Use of Normalized Referenced Sequences in MWL.  

Assigned to Andrei Leontiev.

· CP_anl05_MatchingVMinQR.doc – Clarify Value Multiplicity for Matching Keys in Query/Retrieve

Designated CP282 – Clarify Value Multiplicity for Matching Keys in Query/Retrieve.

Assigned to Andrei Leontiev.

· CP_br_01.doc – Clarification: Multi-frame with Empty Basic Offset Table Is Valid DICOM

Designated CP283 – Clarify Basic Offset Table.

Assigned to Bas Revet.

· CP_dac_01_cfindsopclasskey.doc – Add SOP Class UID as Optional Query Key

Designated CP284 – SOP Class UID as Optional Query Key.

Assigned to David Clunie.

· CP_dac_02_cmovelostassoc.doc – Clarify Behavior when C-MOVE Association Lost

Designated CP285 – Clarify Behavior when C-MOVE Association Is Lost.

Assigned to David Clunie.

· CP_dac_03quoteesr.doc – Quotation Uses COMPOSITE Value Type Not in SR IODs

Designated CP286 – Quotation Uses COMPOSITE Value Type Not in SR IODs.

Assigned to David Clunie.

· CP_dac_04.doc – Displayed area selection pixel addressing and spatial transformation

Designated CP 287 – Displayed area selection pixel addressing and spatial transformation.

Assigned to David Clunie.

· CP_dac_05_utvrfigure.doc – Clarify Unlimited Text VR encoding in figure

Designated CP288 – Clarify Unlimited Text VR encoding in figure.

Assigned to David Clunie.

· CP_dh_01_graphic_annotations.doc – Addition of Graphic Annotations to Ultrasound Image and Multi-Frame Image IODs.

Designated CP278 – Addition of Graphic Annotations to Ultrasound Image IODs.

Assigned to David Heaney.

· CP_dh_02_stage_view_preference.doc – Ultrasound Chosen Stage-View Preference

Held for further discussion or possible incorporation in a supplement.

· CP_ds_Ref_WV.doc – Modify Template Condition of Fetus Subject Context

Designated CP289 – Move Reference Waveform from US Image to General Image Module.

Assigned to David Heaney.

· CP_ds_SR-SCP.doc – Modify Statement of SR SCP Behavior

Deferred to a subsequent meeting.

· CP_ds_Part16.doc – TBD 

Deferred to a subsequent meeting.

· CP_jc_01_frenchcodesmeaning.doc – Adjustments of French Translation for Code Meaning from Sup 50

Designated CP277 – Adjustments of French Translations for Code Meanings.

Assigned to Joel Chabriais for action.

· CP_hs_01_invalidStatusValue.doc – Invalid SOP Instance Status Value

Deferred to a later meeting.

· CP_MammoCADSR_CIDs.doc – Context Group Code Updates for Mammography CAD SR

Designated CP290 – Context Group Code Updates for Mammography CAD SR.

Assigned to Janet Keyes.

· CPEA_Anatomic_Region.doc – Extend the Body Part Examined with the Anatomic Region SNOMED Codes

Deferred to a later meeting.

· CPEA_Consistent_Present#37F

Considered more appropriate for IHE.

· CPEA_Ncreate.doc – N-Create-RSP Clarification

Deferred for clarification of intent.

6. Supplement 26 – Ultrasound Procedure Reports

Doug Sluis of Philips Medical Systems brought this supplement, which was generated by WG-12, to WG-06 for its first review.  He emphasized that Supplement 26 defines templates for ultrasound procedure reports.  Such reports provide evidence for diagnostic interpretation rather than the output of such interpretation, which is the physician report.  Physician reports are expected to be the subject of a future supplement.  As originally presented, the supplement addressed three clinical specialties – OB-GYN, vascular and echocardiography.  However, the echocardiography aspects are not as well defined as the other two specialties and may need to be treated in a later supplement.  Members requested that Mr. Sluis revise the document to reflect the advice that was provided during the meeting and come back at a future meeting for a detailed line-by-line review.  

7. Supplement 44 – Clarify Network Addressing and Retire Non-TCP/IP Communication

David Simon of Merge Corporation led a detailed, line-by-line discussion of this document.  He will make changes to the document based upon recommendations from members of the group and return for further review at a future meeting.  

8. Supplement 45 – Ultrasound Staged Protocol Data Management

Working Group 12 Chair David Heaney of ALI Technology reviewed this supplement, which is intended to become an informative annex aimed at encouraging consistency among creators and consumers of ultrasound images acquired during ultrasound staged protocols.  This annex does not create any new SOP Classes or change any existing IODs.  Instead, it makes recommendations on the consistent use of existing attributes within the Ultrasound Image and Ultrasound Multi-frame Image IODs for conveying ultrasound staged protocol information.  Mr. Heaney will revise the document on the basis of recommendations provided by members of WG-06 and bring it back for further review.
9. Supplement 49 – Enhanced MR Image Storage SOP Class Issues

The document’s editor, Bas Revet of Philips Medical Systems, reviewed key changes made by members of WG-16 in response to (a) comments provided by members of WG-06 during their meeting in September and (b) additional considerations brought forward by members of WG-16.  The revised document was unanimously approved for letter ballot. 

10. Supplement 55 – Attribute Level Confidentiality

This supplement was sent out for public comment with a cut-off date of July 27, 2001.  Several comments were received and addressed.  WG-14 Chair Lawrence Tarbox of Siemens Medical Systems reported on how WG-14 handled these comments and addressed open issues that had been listed in the public comment draft.  A line-by-line review was, then, conducted.  The revised document was unanimously approved for letter ballot.

11. Supplement 56 – Ultrasound Waveform

Members of Working Group 12 are continuing their efforts to develop this supplement.  

12. Supplement 58 – Enhanced CT Image Storage SOP Class

Due to corporate travel restrictions, WG-21 Co-Chair Stephen Metz was not able to attend the meeting in person.  Speaking by telephone, he reviewed the history and strategy for the development of the supplement.  The discussion focused upon key differences between this CT supplement and that for MR.  Topics included the characteristics and handling of raw data, object definitions, treatment of color, CT IOD, image type and frame type, etc.  WG-21 will modify the document to accommodate the recommendations of WG-06 and come back for further review in January of 2002.  

13. Supplement 61 – JPEG 2000 Transfer Syntaxes

This document was submitted to the DICOM Standards Committee for letter ballot shortly after the September meeting.  However the ballot period has not yet expired.  Further discussion was deferred until the January meeting when ballot results will be available.

14. Supplement 62 – 4.1 Gbyte MOD Medium Format and Use in CT/MR Profiles
This supplement was sent for public comment with a cut-off date of July 27, 2001.  No comments were received.  Minor changes were made by the editor, Bas Revet, based upon comments from the members present.  The document was unanimously approved for letter ballot.  

15. Supplement 63 – Multi-Dimensional Interchange

WG-17 Chair Doug Sluis of Philips Medical Systems reminded members of the need for this supplement, provided an overview of its contents and described some of the progress that had been made since it was reviewed by WG-06 last year.  Due to the complexity of the document and the variety of objectives it sought to address, members engaged in a wide-ranging and largely unfocused discussion.  Eventually, all came to realize that it might be best to break the supplement into two parts – one that can be addressed in the short term by WG-17 and another that will require input from some other groups (e.g., WG-16 and WG-21).  

16. Supplement 64 – Revised Part 2 Conformance

The document’s editor, Herman Oosterwijk, was unable to attend this meeting of WG-06.  Consequently, the first part of the discussion focused on the 61-page Query/Retrieve example prepared by David Heaney of ALI Technologies.  (See the file qr_conformance_dgh_v9.doc on the Group’s private ftp server.)  Mr. Heaney will incorporate changes resulting from the discussion of this example.

WG-06 Chair Andrei Leontiev of IDX, then, led a discussion focused on identifying those services that need to be illustrated in this supplement.  Subsequently, four specific samples were named, together with a list of the services to be illustrated in those samples and the identification of a person to prepare the text.  The examples and their champions are:

A. MODALITY – Andrew Hewett

· Storage SCU

· MWL SCU

· MPPS SCU

[Storage Commitment SCU] [PRINT SCU] [FSC]

B. ARCHIVE – David Heaney

· Storage SCU/SCP

· Query/Retrieve SCU/SCP

[Storage Commitment SCP]

C. SCHEDULER – Alvin Belden

· MWL SCP

· MPPS SCP

· GPWL SCP

D. PRINTER – Ellie Avraham

· Print SCP

[Print Job, P-LUT]

17. Supplement 65 – Chest CAD SR SOP Class

Janet Keyes of R2 Technology, co-chair of WG-15, presented draft 11 (and later version 12) of a supplement aimed at setting up a structured report for computer-aided detection of potential malignancies in chest radiographs (chest CAD).  This document builds upon previous work the group did on mammography.  The document was approved unanimously for public comment.

18. Supplement 66 – Catheterization Lab Structured Reports

Harry Solomon, co-chair of Working Group One gave a short review of the elements contained in a cardiac catheterization lab report.  Jon Elion, also co-chair of WG-01, then, joined the meeting by teleconference.  Together, these co-chairs, provided a detailed overview of version eight (and, later, version nine) of Supplement 66.  An intense discussion arose regarding units of measurement.  After detailed review and discussion, the supplement was unanimously approved for public comment.

19. Supplement 67 -- Configuration Management

Rob Horn of Agfa, Chair of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Configuration Management, reviewed version three of this document, which included changes made in response to comments provided during the September, 2001 meeting of WG-06.  Members participated in a line-by-line review of the document.  The Ad Hoc Group on Configuration Management will revise the document and bring it back to the January meeting with the goal of obtaining approval to seek public comments.  
20. Supplement 68 – Retirement of Storage Commitment Pull Model

Acting on behalf of Dr. David Clunie, WG-06 Chair Andrei Leontiev reviewed comments that had been received on Supplement 68 during the public comment period and the changes that had been made in response to those comments.  Members also participated in a line-by-line review of the supplement.  The revised supplement was unanimously approved for letter ballot.

In the course of this review, members entered into a philosophical discussion of when and why unused portions of the standard should be retired.  No changes in approach resulted from this discussion.

21. Supplement 69 – 640 MB and 1.3 GB 90mm MOD Medium Format and Use in US Profiles
This supplement was sent for public comment with a cut-off date of 8/31/01.  One comment was received.  The document will be considered at the January meeting. 

22. Chinese Character Sets

Rob Horn reviewed the characteristics of five different Chinese alphabets and the way they compare to ISO 2022.  Members considered several different coding approaches that have been developed for handling these sets.  The discussion will be continued at a future meeting.

23. Protocol for Clinical Trials

Andrew Krauss of Beacon Bioscience, co-chair of WG-18, reviewed the history and background of developing the draft protocol for clinical trials.  As this was the group’s first interaction with WG-06, there was considerable discussion regarding goals of the protocol, the methods for meeting these objectives within the context of the DICOM Standard and the need for well defined use cases.  Mr. Krauss will return with a revised document at a future meeting.

24. DCMR Issues

On behalf of Working Group Eight, Doug Sluis of Philips Medical Systems made a presentation concerning some problems with synonyms that have been identified over time.  Thus, in some cases, a single code value has been found to have two or more different meanings (e.g., both ethanol and ethyl alcohol have the same code value).  

WG6 agreed that multiple Code Meanings (synonyms) are allowable in the DCMR.  The DCMR specifies one or more of the Code Meaning(s) from the code provider source.  Also, it is not inconceivable that two distinctly different terms (different definitions) may happen to have the same Code Meaning.  That is, Code Meanings are not guaranteed to be unique.

WG6 agreed that a Context Group specifies the terms that are its members and does not selectively specify Code Meanings in preference to any others.  Though only the CSD, Code Value and Version are necessary to specify the term, Code Meanings reside in the Context Group table for readability.

25. DICOM Publication in XML

The discussion of this item was postponed until March.

26. IHE Update

Andrei Leontiev and Rob Horn provided a briefing on planned activities for IHE.  The key information was related to the topics that are to be emphasized in Year Four.  These will include:

· Security, with the emphasize on the providing secure transport for the messaging, and audit trails,

· General Purpose Worklist, with the emphasize on the radiological reporting workflow,

· Charge Posting, i.e., delivery the information about performed procedures and associated charges from the department to the billing system.

This year’s demonstration will be focused upon seven integration profiles, and the Connect-a-thon event being promoted as a test bed for all the companies involved. 
27. New Work Item Requests

WG-06 Chair Andrei Leontiev presented a proposal for a work item on Notification of Instance Availability.  Details may be found in the file called <WG-06 Work Req #1.doc>.

28. New Business

No unanticipated new business was brought before the Group.

29. Future Meetings

The Group’s next meeting (five days) is scheduled to occur from Jan. 14 – 18, 2002 in Rosslyn, VA.  Additional meeting dates and locations are as follows: 

· Mar. 11 – 14 at NEMA,

· June 18 – 21 in Nice, France,

· Sept. 3 – 6 at NEMA and

· Oct. 28 – 31 at NEMA.

These meetings will run from 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM.

30. Next Meeting Agenda

An agenda will be assembled that includes the following items and their associated discussion times:  

Sup67 PC  2 + 1

CPs (270, 274, 275)  2 + 2 + 2

Sup26  2 + 2

Sup49 FT  2 + 2 + 2

Sup55 FT  1 + 1

Sup62 FT  1

Sup69 LB  1

Sup58 PC  2 + 2

Sup61 FT  1

Sup63  2 + 1

Sup44 PC  2 + 2 + 1

Sup64 LB  2 + 2

Sup45 PC  1

Sup68 FT  1

RT  2

Admin  1

31. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 P.M. on November 1, 2001.








Reported by:








Howard E. Clark, Secretary








(November 7, 2001)

Reviewed by counsel:  11/16/2001
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