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1. Preliminary Events

Members reviewed and approved version V3.0 of the agenda that had been distributed in advance of the meeting.  

Minutes from the WG-06 meeting held at NEMA headquarters from September 3 – 6, 2002 were reviewed and approved subject to inclusion of the following three amendments:  

· In Item #4, the correct title for CP276 is “General Numeric Measurement Templates;”

· In Item #30, Supplement 26 will be reviewed for Final Text in January;

· In Item #30, Supplement 66 will be reviewed for Final Text in January.

2. NEMA Staff Report

Committee Secretary Howard Clark reported that two supplements and one correction package were issued for ballot subsequent to the September meeting of the group.  However, the deadline for voting will not occur until after this meeting has concluded.

The public comment period on Supplement 71 (Vascular Ultrasound Procedure Reports) expires on October 28.  So far, two sets of comments have been received.  These were forwarded to WG-12 and posted to the WG-06 ftp site.

Dr. Clark also reported that he and Andrei Leontiev had received several comments on the guidance document they have been developing to explain the detailed process for preparing a supplement to the DICOM Standard.  They hope to revise the document in response to these comments in advance of the RSNA meeting.  

3. Correction Proposals for Ballot

The following correction proposals were reviewed and, after some modifications, unanimously approved for inclusion in Ballot Packet 19 to be issued in November:

· CP270 – Add Contributing Equipment Sequence.

· CP276 – General Numeric Measurement Templates.

· CP317 – Clarify P-DATA PDU Minimum Length.

· CP318 – Remove Duplicate PDU Annex.

· CP319 – Corrections to New MR Object.

· CP320 – Inconsistent Data Element Names.

· CP321 – Key Object Selection For Printing.

· CP324 – Expand Definition of Coding Scheme Designator.

· CP325 – Case-insensitive PN Matching Allows Accent-Insensitive Matching.

· CP327 – Remove Dangling References from PET Isotope Module.

4. Old Change Proposals

The following correction proposals were reviewed and dispatched as noted:

· CP253 – Define support for Chinese Character sets for Mainland China (PRC).

Included in CP252 that was placed in the January voting packet.

· CP314 – Clarify US Region Calibration Region Flags.

Continues assigned to WG-12 for further work.

· CP328 – Add Referenced Series Sequence to General Series Module.

Continues assigned to Harry Solomon for further work.

· CP337– Allow Non-cine Multiframe XA and XRF Instances.

Cancelled.  Members requested that Harry Solomon convert this into a supplement (#81) and prepare it for Public Comment.  See Item 23, below.

· CP338– Add AES to DICOM TLS Negotiation

Continues assigned to Rob Horn for further work.

The following correction proposals were reviewed and, after some modifications, unanimously approved for inclusion in the voting packet for January:

· CP159 – Generalize “Therapy Module” to “Intervention Module”
· CP252 – Define Support for Unicode and Chinese Character Sets.  Note, this CP includes CP107 and CP253.

· CP323 – Code Meaning for UCUM Code Value of 1.

· CP326 – Enhance Modality Worklist for NM/PET Workflow.

· CP329 – Clarification of Usage of Center of Rotation Offset in NM IODs

· CP330 – Addition of Slice Order Indication for NM IODs

· CP331 – Revision of View Codes for NM IODs

· CP332 – Forbid Overlays for Samples per Pixel > 1

· CP333– Clarify Image Type Value Optionality

· CP334–Clarify Need to Create MPPS Discontinuation Reason

· CP335– Reorganize Part 3 Section C.17.3

· CP336 – Clarify Behavior with Duplicate SOP Instances in a Storage Commitment

· CP339– Add Missing Code Definitions to PS 3.16, Annex D

The following change proposals were not ready for review at this meeting and were held over for future consideration:

· CP128 – Status Code Convention

Reassigned to Andei Leontiev for additional work.

· CP258 – Radiation Dose Module Attributes for CT.

Continues assigned to Working Group 21 for action.

· CP268 – Clarify Definition of SOP Instance.  

Continues assigned to Andrei Leontiev for additional work.

· CP269 – Define Media Storage Services.

Continues assigned to Andrei Leontiev for additional work.

· CP272 – Addition of Attribute to Distinguish Change/Add Cases in MPPS.

Continues assigned to Al Belden.  Al Belden, David Heaney and Andrei Leontiev are working on a white paper to further refine this issue.  Charles Parisot and Jeff Pohlhammer are also expected to participate in this effort.  

· CP278 – Addition of Graphic Annotations to Ultrasound Image IODs.

Continues assigned to David Heaney for additional work.

· CP294 – Clarify SR Container Referenced Content Item

Continues assigned to David Clunie for additional work.

· CP296 – Eliminate Duplicate Terms and Provide Missing Definitions

Contiunes assigned to WG-08 for further work.

· CP309 – Alternate UID for Lossy Compressed Images

Continues assigned to WG-04 for further work.

· CP315 – Extend the Body Part Examined with the Anatomic Region SNOMED Codes

Continues assigned to Ellie Avraham for further work.

· CP322 – Clarify That Code Sequence Macro Identifies a Concept.

Continues assigned to Doug Sluis for further work.

5. New Change Proposals 

The following new change proposals were reviewed and dispatched as noted:

· cp_ajh01_gpsps_modification_datetime – Add Modification Datetime to GP-SPS


Designated CP340 and assigned to Andrew Hewett for further work.

· cp_ajh02_curve_interval_spacing_vm – Correct VM for Curve Interval Spacing



Withdrawn.  Already addressed in CP293.

· cp_br05_SignatureProfile – Add Spectroscopic Data and Raw Data to Signature Profiles


Designated CP341 and assigned to Bas Revet for further work.

· cp_dac_01_mwlqrid – MWL Response Identifier Should Contain Only What Was Requested


Designated CP342 and assigned to David Clunie for further work.

· cp_dac_02_mrdirrec – DICOMDIR Needs Spectroscopy and Raw Data Records


Designated CP343 and assigned to David Clunie for further work.

· CP_ds_ValueSetConstraint – Restrict Incorrect Usage of Value Set Constraint
Members urged Mr. Sluis to discuss this item with WG 8 to seek better definition of the need.

· cp_EA01_Rem_Ref_to_Retired_Ref_Img – Remove references in the Print Management Service to the Retired “Referenced Image Box” SOP Class


Designated CP344 and assigned to Ellie Avraham for further work.

· CPhs_26_ContainerSemantics – Clarify Semantic Insignificance of Container Names
Members urged Mr. Solomon to discuss this item with WG 8 to seek better definition of the need.

· CPhs_27_MGStereotaxy_ImageType – Mammo Stereotaxy Projection


Designated CP345 and assigned to Harry Solomon for further work.

· CPhs_28_Intervention.doc -- Generalize “Therapy” to “Intervention/Therapy”

Members combined this information with that from CP159 and voted to place it in the voting packet for January.

· CPhs_29_Part3_ECID.doc – Rename Enumerated CIDs as Defined per CP275



Designated CP346 and assigned to Harry Solomon for further work.

WG-06 Chair Andrei Leontiev led a review of old change proposals.  Members agreed to cancel Change Proposals 40, 41, 42 and 97.  Mr. Leontiev offered to contact Don Van Syckle to see if there is continuing interest in CPs 124, 125 and 129.  Additionally, Mr. Leontiev offered to contact Jeff Pohlhammer to see if there is continuing interest in CP 176.  Members agreed that CP136 should be listed as inactive for the immediate future.  CPs 123, 145 and 250 should continue to appear on the agenda for future action. 

6. Rewrite of PS 3.4 Annex M 

The WG-06 Ad Hoc Working Group on Annex M has conducted two teleconferences to address this topic.  Chair Alvin Belden anticipates that a preliminary document will be available for first reading by WG-06 in January of 2003.

7. Supplement 26 – OB-GYN Ultrasound Procedure Reports

This supplement was sent for letter ballot with a voting period that expires on November 19, 2002.  It will be considered again in January.

8. Supplement 42 – MPEG Transfer Syntaxes and Encoding

This supplement was initially assigned to WG-12.  However, WG-12 subsequently abandoned that objective.  Because of its considerable interest in MPEG, WG-13 has taken up this work.

9. Supplement 45 – Ultrasound Staged Protocol Data Management

This document was distributed for public comment on August 2, 2002 with a cut-off date of September 16, 2002.  Three sets of comments were received and considered by WG-12.  Doug Sluis led a line-by-line review of the revised text and made some additional changes suggested by the group.  Members, then, voted unanimously to approve sending the document for Letter Ballot.
10. Supplement 56 – Ultrasound Waveform

Members of Working Group 12 are not pursuing this subject at present.  

11. Supplement 58 – Enhanced CT Image Storage SOP Class

This supplement was sent for public comment on January 30, 2002.  Members hope that a representative of WG-21 will be available at the January meeting of 2003 to complete work on this document.

12. Supplement 63 – Multi-Dimensional Interchange

This topic will be reviewed at a future meeting.

13. Supplement 64 – Revised Part 2 Conformance

Al Belden introduced and led a detailed discussion of a sample conformance statement for a fictional product, DICOMRis, produced by a fictional manufacturer, Hospital Systems.  In this example, Hospital Systems’ DICOMRis is a suite of applications that implement a full-featured Radiology Information System (RIS).  DICOMRis includes interfaces to various Hospital Information Systems, Patient Tracking, Results Reporting, Film Tracking, Management Reporting, PACS Integration, etc.  The DICOMRis GUI-based client application, RisView, runs on a Windows 95/98/NT platform; the server platform is Digital Unix.  As part of PACS Integration DICOMRis supports several DICOM Service Classes, using DICOMTool’s DICOM Toolkit, to provide the following capabilities:

· Allowing Modalities to query for worklists of procedures to be performed and for patient and procedure demographics.  DICOMRis processes these queries by directly accessing the DICOMRis database, which is automatically updated with appropriate data through the normal operations of the RIS. 

· Updating the DICOMRis database in response to Procedure Step transactions initiated by Modalities as they perform examinations.  Relevant data contained in these transactions may be viewed using RisView.

Mr. Belden’s draft document is included in a file called “sample_mwlmpps_scp_v3.doc” that was made available in advance of the meeting on the private WG-06 ftp server.  Extensive discussion was focused on the tables of “Worklist Item States.”  This was eventually resolved through a simplification that satisfied all participants.  These changes will be incorporated in the next version that will be reviewed in January.

Ellie Avraham presented a revised DICOM Conformance Statement for a fictional Print Server (SCP) Management System, called EXAMPLE-PRINT-SERVER-MANAGEMENT (also called Print Server) produced by a fictional vendor called EXAMPLE-IMAGING-PRODUCTS.  This fictional product implements the necessary DICOM services to facilitate the Print (SCP) Imaging Management in the healthcare departments, managing Print imaging over a network on Medical Laser Imaging Systems.  It enables the capabilities to capture images at any networked DICOM modality and, then, print them anywhere they’re needed in the medical facility.  Furthermore, before sending the images to be printed the EXAMPLE-PRINT-SERVER-MANAGEMENT will apply image processing, using presentation parameters and LUT to improve the image presentation quality and consistency.  Moreover, it will manage the printing presentation format and the Printer queue and Configuration.

Mr. Avraham’s draft document is included in a file called “sample_Print_SCP_v4.doc” that was made available to members of the group in advance of the meeting on the private WG-06 ftp server.

Members hope to accumulate all of these examples (plus one that had been prepared earlier by David Heaney) into a single document for another review at the January meeting.  Authors of these examples were asked to update their documents and forward them to the overall editor, Herman Oosterwijk.  Due to the large number of changes, this document will need to be offered again for Public Comment.

14. Supplement 65 – Chest CAD SR SOP Class

Janet Keyes presented and led a detailed, line-by-line discussion of this document.  In reviewing the document, members suggested removing some of the boilerplate that traditionally appears at the front end of each supplement but provides very little useful information for the reader.  Members requested that the secretary modify the supplement template to reflect these changes.  One issue that arose was the timing for the assignment of codes.  There was a consensus that the supplement could go forward for letter ballot before final codes were assigned.  With one abstention, members voted to approve issuing the supplement for Letter Ballot.

15. Supplement 66 – Catheterization Lab Structured Reports

This supplement was sent for letter ballot with a voting period that expires on November 19, 2002.  It will be considered again in January.

16. Supplement 67 – Configuration Management

Rob Horn of Agfa Healthcare, chair of the WG-06 Ad Hoc Working Group on Configuration Management, presented and led a discussion of version PC+11 of this document.  Considerable attention was focused on the need to clearly define the temporary and limited purpose of the document and the duration of the period for which it is to be available for trial use.  Mr. Horn will prepare a revised draft that includes this information and specifically addresses small networks.  He will make it available for review by members of the group well in advance of the January meeting.  Additionally, he will speak with the Committee for the Advancement of DICOM to see if some funding might be raised to encourage user group participation in the trial.  Members hope to issue the document as a frozen draft in January of 2003 and review progress in June.

17. Supplement 70 – Clinical Trials Identification

This supplement was sent for public comment with a cut-off date of March 18, 2002.  Two different organizations submitted comments that were considered by WG-18 at its meeting on April 16.  Co-chair Andrew Kraus presented and led a line-by-line discussion of the current draft that includes changes in response to those comments.  After Mr. Kraus made some changes suggested by the group, members voted unanimously to approve the document for Letter Ballot.  

18. Supplement 71 – Vascular Ultrasound Procedure Reports

This document was distributed for public comment on September 11, 2002 with a cut-off date of October 28, 2002.  Two sets of comments were received and considered by WG-12.  Doug Sluis led a line-by-line review of the revised text.  Members voted unanimously to approve issuing the supplement for Letter Ballot.
19. Supplement 72 – Echocardiography Procedure Reports

On behalf of Working Group12, Doug Sluis presented and led a detailed discussion of a revised version (05a) of this document.  A few changes were made in response to specific comments from the members of WG-06.  Upon review of these changes, members voted unanimously to authorize releasing the document for Public Comment.  

20. Sup 73 – Multi-Dimensional Registration

Doug Sluis introduced this supplement for its first reading and led a lively and broad-ranging discussion of the concepts contained therein.  Mr. Sluis will use the feedback provided by members of WG-02 to prepare a revised draft of the document for consideration during the January meeting.  He urged members to encourage their associates to provide additional information for use in further development of the standard.

21. Supplement 75 – Patient Clinical History

On behalf of WG-15, Chair Janet Keyes introduced and led a discussion of draft Supplement 75.  The Patient Clinical History Information Model provides a means to exchange specific information from a patient’s medical history, captured in the form of a Structured Report.  The associated SOP Class supports the query (C-FIND) of Patient Clinical History from information or reporting systems that typically possess this information.  During the course of this discussion, the document’s name was changed to “Relevant Patient Information Query Service Class.”  Members voted unanimously to approve issuing the supplement for Public Comment.

22. Sup79 – Breast Imaging Report Templates

On behalf of WG-15, Chair Janet Keyes introduced and led a discussion of draft Supplement 79.  This supplement to the DICOM standard introduces the DICOM format for encoding the radiologist’s interpretation of a patient’s current breast imaging study.  Also, it references the format for encoding the patient’s breast clinical history, risk factors, breast surgical history and presentation status, as defined in Supplement 75 – Patient Clinical History.  Members voted unanimously to approve issuing Supplement 79 for Public Comment.

23. Sup81 – XA Non-Cine Image SOP Class

Harry Solomon presented this new supplement for its first reading by members of WG-06.  Since it was derived from CP337, members were already familiar with its purpose and content.  Accordingly, after careful review, they voted to authorize issuing it for Public Comment.

24. Sup82 – 2.3 GB 90 mm MOD Media Format for Use in Ultrasound Protocols

Doug Sluis introduced this very short supplement and provided a detailed review of its content.  After conclusion of this review, members voted to approve distributing it for Public Comment.

25. Instance Availability

At its November meeting in Chicago, the DICOM Standards Committee authorized a work item on Instance Availability for WG-06.  Subsequently, members concluded that white papers and use cases would be needed.  Mr. Leontiev will prepare the first draft of a supplement for consideration at a future meeting.

26. ASTM Liaison

No report at this meeting.

27. DICOM Publication in XML

No report at this meeting.

28. IHE Update

Andrei Leontiev reported that for Year Five IHE leaders hope to expand the group’s coverage area well beyond radiology.  Some progress is expected in the area of nuclear medicine.

29. New Business

While several items of new business were considered, the results of these discussions have already been presented in the topics listed above.

30. Future Meetings

The Group’s next meeting (five full days) is scheduled to occur from January 6 – 10, 2003 at NEMA.  Subsequent meeting dates and locations are as follows: 

· March 24 – 28, 2003 at NEMA;

· June 17 – 20, 2003 in Florence, Italy;

· September 15 – 19, 2003 at NEMA and

· October 27 – 31, 2003 at NEMA.

Unless otherwise noted, these meetings are scheduled from 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM each day.

31. Next Meeting Agenda

A detailed agenda for the next meeting will be prepared at a later date.  It will include the following items and their associated discussion times:  

CPs   2 + 2 + 1

Sup26 FT  2 + 1

Sup45 FT  March

Sup58 LB  March

Sup64 PC  2 + 2 

Sup65 FT   1 + 1

Sup66 FT  2 + 1 + 1

Sup67 TU  2 + 1 + 1

Sup70 FT  1 + 1

Sup71 FT  2 + 1 

Sup72 LB  2 + 1 +1

Sup73 PC  2

Sup74 1 + 2    RT 

Sup75 LB March

Sup79 LB March

Sup81 LB  1 + 1

Sup82 LB 2

Annex M  2 First Reading

ASTM Liaison  .5

Admin  1

32. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 P.M. on October 31, 2002.

Reported by:


Howard E. Clark, Secretary
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Reviewed by counsel:  



November 4, 2002
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