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1. Preliminary Events

Members reviewed and approved version V4.0 of the agenda that had been distributed in advance of the meeting.  Also, minutes from the WG-06 meeting held at NEMA headquarters from October 28 – 31, 2002 were reviewed and approved as submitted.  
2. NEMA Staff Report

Committee Secretary Howard Clark reported that six supplements and two correction packages were issued for ballot with deadlines subsequent to the October meeting of the group.  The last deadline for voting ended on January 3.  A summary of the voting is provided below:

	BALLOT#
	APPROVE
	DISAPPROVE
	ABSTAIN
	COMMENTS

	71  Supplement 26

Closed 2002-11-19
	17
	2
	8
	4

	72  Supplement 66

Closed 2002-11-19
	19
	2
	8
	3

	73  Ballot Pckt 18

Closed 2002-12-6
	23
	1 for 310

1 for 313
	3
	One for 295, 310, 313; two for 312, 

	74  Supplement 70

Closed 2003-1-3
	26
	1
	4
	2

	75  Ballot Pckt 19

Closed 2003-1-3
	22
	0
	3
	One on 319, 324, 325; Two on 270

	76  Supplement 45

Closed 2003-1-3
	23
	0
	6
	1

	77  Supplement 71

Closed 2003-1-3
	20
	0
	7
	2

	78  Supplement 65

Closed 2003-1-3
	22
	0
	5
	1


Two draft supplements (#81 and 82) had been sent out for public comments with an expiration date of December 20.  One set of comments had been received on each supplement.  One draft supplement (#72) was sent for public comments with an expiration date of December 30.  Two comments were received on this draft.  Two draft supplements (#75 and 79) were sent for public comment with a cutoff date of January 10, 2003.  Discussion of these supplements will be conducted in March.  

3. Balloted Correction Proposals

Two sets of correction proposals (Ballot Packets 18 and 19) had expiration dates that followed the group’s October meeting.  The following correction proposals, which were included in these two packets, were reviewed and, after some minor modifications, approved unanimously for Final Text. 

· *CP270 – Add Contributing Equipment Sequence.

· CP276 – General Numeric Measurement Templates.

· *CP295 – Eliminate Code Meaning Synonyms from Context Groups in Part 16.

· CP305 – Correct Error in TID4006

· *CP310 – Add Modality Codes to DICOM Controlled Terminology

· *CP312 – Clarify Type 1 and 1C within Sequences

· *CP313 – Correction Attribute Description Palette Color LUT

· CP316 – Consistency of Effective Duration Attribute
· CP317 – Clarify P-DATA PDU Minimum Length.

· CP318 – Remove Duplicate PDU Annex.

· *CP319 – Corrections to New MR Object.

· CP320 – Inconsistent Data Element Names.

· CP321 – Key Object Selection For Printing.

· *CP324 – Expand Definition of Coding Scheme Designator.

· *CP325 – Case-insensitive PN Matching Allows Accent-Insensitive Matching.

· CP327 – Remove Dangling References from PET Isotope Module.

* = Comments were received with letter ballots.

4. Ballot Package for January

During the WG-06 October-2002 meeting, members voted unanimously to place the following change proposals in the Ballot Package for January:

· CP159 – Generalize “Therapy Module” to “Intervention Module”
· CP252 – Define Support for Unicode and Chinese Character Sets.  

Note, this CP includes CP107 and CP253.

· CP323 – Code Meaning for UCUM Code Value of 1.

· CP326 – Enhance Modality Worklist for NM/PET Workflow.

· CP329 – Clarification of Usage of Center of Rotation Offset in NM IODs

· CP330 – Addition of Slice Order Indication for NM IODs

· CP331 – Revision of View Codes for NM IODs

· CP332 – Forbid Overlays for Samples per Pixel > 1

· CP333 – Clarify Image Type Value Optionality

· CP334 – Clarify Need to Create MPPS Discontinuation Reason

· CP335 – Reorganize Part 3 Section C.17.3

· CP336 – Clarify Behavior with Duplicate SOP Instances in a Storage Commitment

· CP339 – Add Missing Code Definitions to PS 3.16, Annex D

Each change proposal was considered in turn and all were unanimously approved for inclusion in a letter ballot to be designated Ballot Package 20.

5. Old Change Proposals

The following correction proposals were reviewed and dispatched as noted:

· CP260 – Add Numeric Value Type Qualifier

Missing code numbers were assigned and revised final text was prepared.  The secretary was instructed to notify all members of the DICOM community of this change.

· CP315 – Extend the Body Part Examined with the Anatomic Region SNOMED Codes

Continues assigned to Ellie Avraham for further work.

· CP343 – DICOMDIR Needs Spectroscopy and Raw Data Records

Continues assigned to David Clunie for further work.

The following correction proposals were reviewed and, after some modifications, unanimously approved for inclusion in the voting packet for March:

· CP306 –Support for negative error dose values in Radiotherapy 

· CP307 – Clarification of RT Image Position

· CP308 – Support for Verification Plans in Radiotherapy

· CP328 – Add Referenced Series Sequence to General Series Module.

· CP337 – Frame Presentation pointer for Non-cine Multiframe XA and XRF Instances

· CP338 – Add AES to DICOM TLS Negotiation

· CP340 – Add Modification Datetime to GP-SPS 

· CP341 – Add Spectroscopic Data and Raw Data to Signature Profiles

· CP344 – Remove references in the Print Management Service to the Retired “Referenced Image Box” SOP Class

· CP345 – Mammo Stereotaxy Projection

· CP346 – Rename Enumerated CIDs as Defined CIDs

The following change proposals were not ready for review at this meeting and were held over for future consideration:

· CP128 – Status Code Convention

Reassigned to Andei Leontiev for additional work.

· CP258 – Radiation Dose Module Attributes for CT.

Continues assigned to Working Group 21 for action.

· CP268 – Clarify Definition of SOP Instance.  

Continues assigned to Andrei Leontiev for additional work.

· CP269 – Define Media Storage Services.

Continues assigned to Andrei Leontiev for additional work.

· CP272 – Addition of Attribute to Distinguish Change/Add Cases in MPPS.

Continues assigned to Al Belden.  Al Belden, David Heaney and Andrei Leontiev are working on a white paper to further refine this issue.  Charles Parisot and Jeff Pohlhammer are also expected to participate in this effort.  

· CP278 – Addition of Graphic Annotations to Ultrasound Image IODs.

Continues assigned to David Heaney for additional work.

· CP294 – Clarify SR Container Referenced Content Item

Continues assigned to David Clunie for additional work.

· CP296 – Eliminate Duplicate Terms and Provide Missing Definitions

Contiunes assigned to WG-08 for further work.

· CP309 – Alternate UID for Lossy Compressed Images

Continues assigned to WG-04 for further work.

· CP314 – Clarify US Region Calibration Region Flags.  

Continues assigned to WG-12 for further work

· CP322 – Clarify That Code Sequence Macro Identifies a Concept.

Continues assigned to Doug Sluis for further work.

· CP342 – MWL Response Identifier Should Contain Only What Was Requested

Continues assigned to David Clunie for additional work.

6. New Change Proposals 

The following new change proposals were reviewed and dispatched as noted:

· CP_ajh01_matching_dt_with_utc_offsets.doc

Designated CP348 – Clarify Date/Time Matching with UTC Offsets – and assigned to Andrew Hewett for further work.

· CP_br06_RescaleSlopeandIntercept.doc

Designated CP349 – Correct Rescale Slope and Rescale Intercept Attribute Tags – and assigned to Bas Revet for further work.

· CP_br07_PhaseDesc.doc

Designated CP350 – Addition of Phase Description in NM IODs – and assigned to Bas Revet for further work.

· CP_br08_StressRest.doc

Designated CP351 – Addition of Stress/Rest Terminology to NM IODs – and assigned to Bas Revet for further work.

· CP_br09_CorrectionsNewMRObject2.doc

Designated CP352 – Corrections to New MR Object 2– and assigned to Bas Revet for further work.

· CP_br10_MREchoTrainLength.doc

Designated CP353 – Extension of MR Echo Train Length attribute – and assigned to Bas Revet for further work.

· CP_ds_DefinedTermTooBig.doc

Designated CP354 – Fix “Print Buffer Full” – and assigned to Ellie Avraham for further work.

· CP_ds_SCU-SCP_RoleSelection.doc

Designated CP355 – Fix Typos in Row Selection Negotiation – and assigned to Andrew Hewett for further work.

· CP_hs30_veterinary.doc

Some concern was expressed about the appropriateness of using a change proposal to extend the application of the DICOM Standard to non-human subjects. Members agreed that it would be more appropriate to develop a new work item request for consideration by the DSC at its meeting in April.  Harry Solomon agreed to prepare and submit the proposal.

· CP_hs31_DXnote.doc

Designated CP356 – Correct Acquisition Context Module Note in DX IOD – and assigned to Harry Solomon for further work.

· CP_hs32_CTpitch.doc

Designated CP357 – Add Attributes to CT IOD for Helical Pitch – and assigned to Harry Solomon for further work.

· CP_hs33_AE_VR.doc

Designated CP358 – Clarify AE Value Representation – and assigned to Harry Solomon for further work.

· CP_hs34_conceptMod.doc

Designated CP359 – Forbid HAS CONCEPT MOD By-Reference Relationship – and assigned to Harry Solomon for further work.

· CP_wg2_dose.doc

Designated CP360 – Add higher Precision X-ray Dose Attributes – and assigned to Harry Solomon for further work.
· CP_wg2_Synch+DXdetector.doc

Designated CP361 – Add Synchronization and DX Detector Modules to XA and XRF IOD – and assigned to Harry Solomon for further work.
· CP_wg2_X-RayTablePositions2.doc

Designated CP362 – Add higher precision X-ray Dose attributes and assigned to Bas Revet for further work.
7. Rewrite of PS 3.4 Annex M 

The WG-06 Ad Hoc Working Group on Annex M has conducted six teleconferences to address this topic.  Chair Alvin Belden reported that a preliminary document should be available for first reading by WG-06 in March of 2003.

8. Supplement 26 – OB-GYN Ultrasound Procedure Reports

This supplement was sent for letter ballot with a voting period that expired on November 19, 2002.  Four sets of comments were received and the document was updated in response to these comments.  On behalf of WG-12 Doug Sluis provided a quick overview of the changes that were made and then led a line-by-line discussion of the document.  As with Supplement 66 (See Item 17, below.) all material relating to Evidence SOP Class Structures has been exorcized.  A revised version of the supplement will be reviewed by the committee during a teleconference on January 30, 2003. 

9. Supplement 42 – MPEG Transfer Syntaxes and Encoding

This supplement was initially assigned to WG-12.  However, WG-12 subsequently abandoned that objective.  Because of its considerable interest in MPEG, WG-13 has taken up this work.

10. Supplement 45 – Ultrasound Staged Protocol Data Management

This document was distributed for letter ballot on November 15, 2002 with a cut-off date of January 3, 2003.  One set of comments was received. However, the document was not, yet, ready for final review by WG-06.  It will be considered at the March meeting.  
11. Supplement 56 – Ultrasound Waveform

Members of Working Group 12 are not pursuing this subject at present.  

12. Supplement 58 – Enhanced CT Image Storage SOP Class

This supplement was sent for public comment on January 30, 2002.  Members hope that a representative of WG-21 will be available at the September meeting of 2003 to complete work on this document.

13. Supplement 60 – Hanging Protocols

WG-11 Chair Brad Hemminger presented version eight of this draft supplement for a first reading by members of WG-06.  After discussing the objectives and history of the effort to develop this document, participants focused their attention on the list of open items.  WG-11 member Janet Keyes also participated in this presentation and provided an example for MRCTNeuro.  Members of WG-11 will incorporate the suggestions of WG-06 in the supplement and return for further consideration at a future meeting.

14. Supplement 63 – Multi-Dimensional Interchange

This topic will be reviewed at a future meeting.

15. Supplement 64 – Revised Part 2 Conformance

Herman Oosterwijk, chair of the WG-06 Ad Hoc Working Group on Conformance, presented and led a detailed discussion of all components of the proposed supplement and made numerous modifications suggested by members of WG-06.  After some lively debate on a variety of issues, consensus was achieved, and members voted unanimously to approve sending the document for its second round of Public Comment.  

16. Supplement 65 – Chest CAD SR SOP Class

This Supplement was sent for Letter Ballot with a closing date of January 3, 2003.  There were no negative ballots and one rather vague comment.  Thus, the supplement was approved.  On behalf of WG-15, Janet Keyes presented and led a detailed, line-by-line review of this document.  During that review, members took particular care to identify and correct any vague terms that might have been added to Part 16.  Upon completing this review, members voted unanimously to approve the supplement for Final Text.
17. Supplement 66 – Catheterization Lab Structured Reports

This supplement was sent for letter ballot with a voting period that expired on November 19, 2002.  During this ballot process, considerable discussion was focused on the need for and management issues concerned with Evidence SOP Class Structures.  The topic was also considered at the DICOM Standards Committee meeting in December.  DSC requested that a workshop on this matter be organized in the spring of 2003.  In the meantime, members agreed to deal only with the templates for the present.  Accordingly, the supplement was pared back through removal of the material relating to Evidence SOP Class Structures.  In this slightly limited form, the supplement was reviewed extensively during the course of the meeting.  Mr. Solomon agreed to prepare a “clean” version of the document with all codes included for review by the committee during a teleconference on January 30, 2003.  The objective at that time is to win authorization to resubmit the Supplement to the DSC.  Each member of the DSC would, then, be given a 30-day opportunity to change its vote.  Looking to the longer-range future, new CPs can be developed to deal with Evidence SOP Class Structures once the Committee has developed its policy.

18. Supplement 67 – Configuration Management

Rob Horn of Agfa Healthcare, chair of the WG-06 Ad Hoc Working Group on Configuration Management, presented and led a detailed, line-by-line review of version PC+12 of this document and made numerous modifications suggested by members of WG-06.  Additionally, Andrew Hewett introduced and reviewed the document file Sup67_trial_spec_03.doc entitled “DICOM Network Configuration Management -- Trial Goals and Test-Case Specifications” that lists and describes ten different test cases for a DICOM Configuration Management Trial.  Upon concluding this intense review, members voted to approve the supplement as a Frozen Draft for Trial Use.  Members of WG-06 will review the status of these trials in September of 2003.  The secretary will issue a notice to the entire DICOM community regarding the availability of this document for trial use and include information on where to find the associated white paper and test-case specifications.  

19. Supplement 70 – Clinical Trials Identification

This supplement was sent for Letter Ballot with a closing date of January 3, 2003.  While the supplement was approved, two different organizations submitted detailed comments.  Co-chair Andrew Kraus and group member Walter Bosch led a discussion of the document as it had been revised in response to the comments they had received.  Some additional changes were made in response to suggestions from WG-06.  After the editor completed these revisions, members voted unanimously to approve the document, as amended, for Final Text.  

20. Supplement 71 – Vascular Ultrasound Procedure Reports

This document was distributed for letter ballot on November 15, 2002 with a closing date of January 3, 2003.  Two sets of comments were received and considered by WG-12 and WG-06.  As with several other supplements considered at this meeting, members decided to remove all material relating to Evidence SOP Class.  Doug Sluis, then, led a detailed review of the revised text and made a few additional changes as suggested by members of WG-06.  Members determined that the changes in the document would require that it be sent to the DICOM Standards Committee for a 30-day review that allows members to change their votes.  The final changes to this supplement will be reviewed in a teleconference on January 30, 2003. 

21. Supplement 72 – Echocardiography Procedure Reports

This document was approved for Public Comment at the October meeting of WG-06.  Two sets of comments were received.  On behalf of Working Group12, Doug Sluis presented and led a detailed discussion of a revised version that benefits from the comments received.  A number of additional changes were made in response to specific suggestions from the members of WG-06.  The greatest remaining task is to get some codes assigned by a private coding scheme designator.  Mr. Sluis hopes to accomplish this task in conjunction with WG-08 prior to the WG-06 meeting in March.  His objective is win approval for letter ballot at that time.

22. Supplement 73 – Multi-Dimensional Registration

Doug Sluis brought this supplement to WG-06 for a first reading in October of 2002.  In the intervening months, he has further developed and expanded the draft supplement.  However, a number of concepts still need to be addressed or further refined – e.g. image stitching.  Mr. Sluis will use the feedback provided by members of WG-06 and other DICOM groups to prepare a revised draft of the document to be considered for public comment during the March meeting.  Again, he urged members to encourage their associates to provide additional information and use cases to assist in the further development of this supplement to the Standard.

23. Supplement 74 – Radiation Therapy General Purpose Worklist Extensions and Calculation Service Model

On behalf of WG-07, Michael Neumann reviewed the objectives and status of this draft supplement that had first been introduced to WG-06 in March of 2002.  Mainly, this supplement is an extension of the previously approved Supplement 52 on General Purpose Worklist.  There was a consensus that a new SOP Class would need to be defined.  Members of WG-07 will use the suggestions from WG-06 to help prepare some use cases and further develop the supplement.  They hope to return in October of 2003 for further discussion with WG-06.

24. Supplement 75 – Relevant Patient Information Query Service Class
This supplement was issued for public comment on November 25, 2002 with a closing date of January 10, 2003.  Members of WG-15 plan to bring the document to WG-06 in September for final review.  

25. Supplement 77 – IVUS SR

Due to the absence of the editor, discussion of this supplement was deferred to a later meeting.

26. Supplement 79 – Breast Imaging Report Templates

This supplement was issued for public comment on November 25, 2002 with a closing date of January 10, 2003.  Members of WG-15 plan to bring the document to WG-06 in September for final review.  

27. Supplement 80 – DVD Media Application Profiles

Harry Solomon introduced this new supplement for its first reading.  This included a summary of its purpose and limitations as well as a review of the open issues.  Mr. Solomon noted that members of WG-05 had discussed the document and provided input to him during their meeting at the RSNA conference and exhibition in December of 2002.  At the conclusion of this discussion, members voted unanimously to approve issuing Supplement 80 for Public Comment.

28. Supplement 81 – XA Non-Cine Image SOP Class

Harry Solomon traced the history of this supplement noting that neither the members of Working Group One nor the members of Working Group Two thought this Supplement was an appropriate approach to the current problem at this time.  Instead, they suggested that Sup81 be withdrawn and replaced by a change proposal (#337) that defines a new “Frame Presentation Pointer.”  Members of WG-06 worked together to craft a new version of CP337 that addresses the needs of manufacturers in these two communities.  Members agreed to place this revised CP in the Voting Package for March.

29. Supplement 82 – 2.3 GB 90 mm MOD Media Format for Use in Ultrasound Protocols

This supplement was sent for Public Comment with a deadline of December 20, 2002.  One set of comments was received.  Doug Sluis reviewed the changes introduced in response to these comments.  Further discussion of the supplement will occur in March.  

30. Change Proposals for Radiation Therapy 

Working Group Seven Chair David Murray reviewed the current status of CP306, CP307 and CP308.  Members of WG-06 provided some minor refinements that were accepted and implemented by WG-07.  There was a consensus to place all three of these documents into the voting package for March.

Additionally, WG-07 Member Scott Hogan outlined a new, draft change proposal on fluence maps.  This was assigned the number and title CP347 – Support for Characterization of Fluence Maps in Radiotherapy.

31. Other Issues for Radiation Therapy

Members of WG-07 brought two additional issues for discussion with WG-06.  These included:

· Security/HIPAA

· Profiles – Image Requirements for Query/Retrieve

Members of WG-07 will utilize the comments and suggestions from WG-06 to gather additional information and refine the documents that they are currently working on.  For the discussion of these two topics, no specific documents were presented, and no votes were taken.

32. Instance Availability

At its November 2001 meeting in Chicago, the DICOM Standards Committee authorized a work item on Instance Availability for WG-06.  Subsequently, members concluded that white papers and use cases would be needed.  Mr. Leontiev will prepare the first draft of a supplement for consideration at a future meeting.

33. ASTM Liaison

No report at this meeting.

34. DICOM Publication in XML

No report at this meeting.

35. IHE Update

No report at this meeting.

36. New Business

No new business was considered at this meeting.

37. Future Meetings

The Group’s next meeting will be a teleconference at 11 AM EST on January 30 to consider the updated versions of Supplements 26, 66, 71 and 72.  The next face-to-face meeting is scheduled to occur from March 24 – 28, 2003 at NEMA.  However, the first day of that period will be used for the Interoperability Workshop requested by the DICOM Standards Committee.  

Subsequent meeting dates and locations are as follows: 

· June 17 – 20, 2003 in Florence, Italy;

· September 15 – 19, 2003 at NEMA and

· October 27 – 31, 2003 at NEMA.

Unless otherwise noted, these meetings are scheduled from 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM each day.

38. Next Meeting Agenda

A detailed agenda for the next meeting will be prepared at a later date.  It will include the following items and their associated discussion times:  

CPs  2 + 2 + 2

Sup45 FT  1

Sup58 LB  September

Sup64 LB  2 + 2 + 2

Sup72 LB  2 + 1

Sup73 PC  2 + 1 +1

Sup74 October 

Sup75 LB September

Sup77 PC  1

Sup79 LB September

Sup82 LB 1

Annex M  2 

Image Availability  1

ASTM Liaison  .5

Admin  1

39. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 P.M. on January 10, 2003.

Reported by:


Howard E. Clark, Secretary








January 24, 2003

Reviewed by counsel:  



January 27, 2003
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