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1. Preliminary Events

Alvin Belden welcomed meeting participants to the teleconference and reminded them that six documents relevant to this meeting had been placed on the group’s private ftp site.  These included:

· An agenda,

· Minutes of the July 18th conference call,

· A new draft of SupplementXX, 

· Two draft change proposals and

· A spreadsheet comparing coded procedures with their associated CT exam protocols. 

2. Discussion

Members began the discussion by considering the spreadsheet relating protocols to procedures for CT neck scans with and without contrast.  The lack of a one-to-one mapping between protocol codes on the modality and existing procedure codes was considered a major problem.  Members thought that there might be some potential for using SNOMED codes to help resolve this ambiguity.  David Clunie offered to place a list of relevant SNOMED codes on the ftp site for this meeting and completed that task before the meeting concluded.  Additionally, Dr. Clunie offered to explore the use of these SNOMED codes with staff of the College of American Pathologists during the week of August 12 when he will be attending the meeting of WG-08 at the CAP headquarters.  Al Belden offered to contact Peter Kuzmak from the Department of Veterans Affairs to explore VA’s interest in assisting with this effort.

Attention, then, shifted to the draft of SupplementXX that had been placed on the ftp site.  Al Belden led a discussion of the initial draft outline of this document.  Members expressed a desire to keep as much of the current Annex M as proves to be useful and clear.  Additionally, they hope to indicate that some approaches may, indeed, be “legal” but not very effective.  In general, participants endorsed the approach outlined in this draft.  Dr. Clunie suggested that Al Belden check with WG-20, which is focused on harmonization with HL7’s Reference Information Model.  Additionally, Mr. Belden offered to contact Harry Solomon regarding codes for catheterization procedures.  Mr. Belden will continue to add information to the supplement and incorporate as much of the current Annex M as is judged to be useful and clear.

Finally, participants discussed the contents of the two draft change proposals.  Mr. Belden will revise these documents to reflect the suggestions received.

3. Strategy for the Future

Members hope to have a first draft of their available for presentation to WG-06 in January of 2003.

4. Future Meetings

The next teleconference will be held on September 12, 2002 from 10 AM until Noon EDT.

5. Adjournment

The meeting was closed at 11:20 AM.
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