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1. Preliminary Events

The participants identified themselves and their employers and indicated what kind of plug-in capabilities would be of greatest interest to them and their employers.  

The agenda, as originally presented by Dr. Tarbox, was accepted.

2. Background Information and Opportunities

Lawrence Tarbox reviewed the series of events and discussions that led the DICOM Standards Committee to authorize the convening of this group.  He noted, for example, that all groups that participated in the original review process thought that the end product would be useful.  However, while the effort is somewhat different from other DICOM specifications, it really constitutes just another interface specification that utilizes DICOM semantics.  The most convincing point for moving forward was that no other group could be identified that might be expected to produce such useful specifications within a reasonable period of time.  

As a specific illustration of the usefulness of this service, Julian Marshall cited a particular use case from mammography.  In that particular instance, a DICOM-friendly application-processing interface could significantly reduce the number of files that need to be stored.  Additionally, in a mammography CAD use case the plug in could put in the CAD marks, matching the efficacy studies done in vendor’s workstation.  The DICOM Mammo CAD SR only allows for a list of x,y points.  But how the image is displayed is a major component of efficacy.

Members also thought that, in addition to standardizing interfaces, one might want to standardize the exchange of meta-data describing the plug-in – e.g., what SOP classes it operates on, what type of function it performs (e.g., display, enhance, analyze, annotate), which version it is. 

3. Administrative Issues

Lawrence Tarbox of Mallinckrodt Institute of Radiology was elected chair of this group.  

Participants recommended that the group be known as the “Ad Hoc Group on Processing API.”

Considerable effort was expended to develop a draft strategy for the group.  The result, which is presented in the “Minutes” folder for this meeting, is to be forwarded by the secretary to the DICOM Standards Committee for consideration at its RSNA meeting.

4. Time, Place and Topics for Future Meetings

The next meeting of the Ad Hoc Group on Processing API will be held at:

· SPIE in San Diego 
6PM – 9 PM on February 14, 2005 and

9 AM – Noon on February 15, 2005.

· NEMA 

8:30 AM – 5 PM on April 19, 2005

8:30 AM – 3 PM on April 20, 2005

5. New Homework Assignments

Participants agreed to take responsibility for developing specific use cases as noted below:

· Molecular Imaging – Larry Tarbox

· Display – Pavlos Papageorgiou

· Mammography – Julian Marshall

· Mammo CAD – Julian Marshall

· Registration – Bernard Gibaud

· IVUS & ECG – Gongbai Guo

· Validation and Verification – Rob Horn

· Install a Plugin – Dave Deaven

· Segmentation – Pavlos Papageorgiou

· Reporting Module – Steve Vellella

Dave Deaven agreed to serve as the General Editor for the task of assembling these use cases.  Initial write-ups should be completed by December 15, 2004 and submitted to Dave Deaven at david.deaven@med.ge.com.

6. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM.
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