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I.

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

A quorum present, the minutes of the July 13, 1998 conference call were approved as distributed.

II.

STATUS REPORT ON WG7 DICOM CHANGE PROPOSALS

            David Murray reported that Change Proposals 133, 134, 135, 170 and 171 were approved for inclusion in the voting packet to be distributed in September.

III.

FRACTIONATION SCHEME INTERPRETATION

                        Several questions were raised by email to the WG, some of which related to the fractionation scheme.  The example for the fraction pattern describes the fraction pattern for the whole scheme.  For example, if the repeat pattern equals 2, then 2 weeks would be needed to describe the whole pattern. It is not consistent with what is described in the definition text.  The concern is that if the example is changed to match the definition text, the order would be lost. 

                        It was suggested that the meaning of the existing attribute be changed so that one day is represented by two digits.

RCL : # weeks / NF : # digits/day

So

Rel : 1 / NF : 2

                        The examples should be changed accordingly.  David Murray will draft a change proposal for review.

VI.

CONTROL POINT INTERPRETATION

                        Questions were also raised about interpretation of the control points.   Beams are stored as sequences of snap shots.  There is no assumption about what happens between these snap shots.  Wedge fractions can be 100% wedge or part wedge.
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                        The conformance statement should indicate that the value of the wedge is enumerated.  There is a step function between control points.

                        Relative to energy, both solutions are acceptable.  It was proposed that for the wedge, the second solution should be used, and for energy, the first solution should be encouraged.  It is not a step function.  David Murray will prepare a change proposal for comment.

V.
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR DICOM RT DEMONSTRATION AT ASTRO

                        To date, demonstrations of RT objects of DICOM at AAPM and ASTRO have been on an informal basis.  Members should begin to focus on doing formal demonstrations.  The Working Group needs to begin to view the RT objects as a part of DICOM and not as DICOM RT.  Customers also need to be educated about this.  It was agreed that the brochure developed in 1998 for the RT objects be updated for educational use.

                        Members are interested in doing a demonstration at ASTRO.  However, there may not be enough time at this point since ASTRO is held in October/November.  Bill Conway agreed to provide a contact at ASTRO.  WG 7 would like to see if it would be possible to provide a two-hour seminar about the RT objects.

                        Michael Neumann agreed to review other areas of DICOM, such as worklist, for application in Radiation Therapy.

VI.

OTHER BUSINESS

                        Michael Neumann proposed adding a frame of reference UID to RT Plan so that information does not have to be retrieved from RT Structure Set or Images.  The UID would be used for referencing the geometry.  David Murray will provide a proposed sequence to address this issue.

VII.

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING
The date and place of the next WG 7 is left to the call of the chair.

VIII.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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