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I.

APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

A quorum was not present.  Therefore, approval of the minutes of the August 22-23 meeting will be solicited at the next meeting.  Members present approved the minutes as distributed.

II.

PROTON THERAPY


The current document proposes that proton therapy  be implemented as a module referencing control points and beams within that module and WG7 believes this is an appropriate way to handle it.  However, after discussion with WG6, it was agreed that  the most appropriate way to introduce proton therapy into DICOM would be as a new IOD.  It was also agreed that this work should address ion treatments in general.  Members are requested to review the document for at the next meeting   It still needs more review and comment.  David Murray will request approval for a new work item.  Michael Neumann will reformat the document into a proposal for a new IOD.

III.
MECHANISM TO ADDRESS QUESTIONS ABOUT DICOM RT IMPLEMENTATIONS
           A site at geocities.com/dicomrt was established as a FAQ for the radiotherapy objects of DICOM.  Because the site does not have email capabilities, WG7 members will check the site at least once a week to address any questions or issues posted.

IV.

CHANGE PROPOSALS  FOR WG 6 APPROVAL
The following proposed CPs were reviewed prior to presenting them to WG 6 for approval to proceed to letter ballot.  Members reviewed them to assure all tags were provided and verified the sections of DICOM affected.

· Clarification of Beam Type Attribute in RT Beam Module –approved as CP 220

· Clarification of DVH Dose Scaling in RT Dose Object – approved as CP 221

· Clarification of Discrete-Valued Attributes in RT Plan Control Point Sequence – approved as CP 222

· Radiotherapy Block and Compensator Mounting Direction, and Double Sided Compensators – approved as CP 223, with the recommendation that legacy equipment be addressed.  In discussing this recommendation, WG7 concluded that misinterpretation or non-interpretation of the new attributes by an existing implementation is not a significant risk.

·  Addition to Treatment Technique Type in RT Plan – approved as CP 224

· Simulator Collimator/Wire Settings – approved CP 225.

· CPs 208, 210, and 211 were approved.

· CP 209 – This CP was revised to address an issue related to the ambiguity in the frame of reference used for attributes such as the iso-center position when there is more than one frame of reference stored in the RT Structure Set. Members are requested to review this proposal and check for any current implementations which be affected by it.  Hans Sethi will try to advise treatment planning system manufacturers about the CP.

            All approved CPs will be included in a voting packet to be sent in January.  WG7 needs to provide a representative to the WG6 meeting scheduled for January 22-25, 2001.

V.

WORKFLOW REQUIREMENTS IN RT


Workflow management is a concept WG7 agreed should be considered for application to RT.  Points raised were:

· RT Series – General Series (PPS now available)

· Currently no implementations for RT  (any current implementations are proprietary and specific to the RT Dept.)

· Goals:

· Simple procedure worklists for access to information from the CT simulator, treatment planning system, treatment device

· Required procedure step for RT

· PPS – Should we use PPS or IPPS?

· RT is based on existing information

            Members consulted with WG 6 about using workflow with RT.  WG6 concluded that MSPS and MPPS with IPPS and ISPS could be applied to RT.  It was suggested that WG7 write a white paper on the issue.  Discussion should continue at the next meeting.

            A demonstration of workflow in RT at ASTRO 2002 would be very impressive.  Members agreed that should be a goal.  It would employ information systems in treatment planning systems, CT simulators and RT.

VI.

IEC-62C/277/NP


Hans Sethi informed members that the new work item proposal was approved.  He briefly reviewed the steps involved in developing an IEC standard, from new work item to final standard.   The next step a Committee Draft.  He encourage WG7 members to review the proposal and forward any comments to him before the next 62C WG1 meeting in February 2001.

VII.

BRACHY CPs


Members reviewed the following CPs for Brachy to present to WG6 for approval.  However, due to time constraints, the submission to WG6 was deferred to the next WG6 meeting.

· Thickness – if provided, nominal thickness should be stated explicitly

· Transfer Tube – adds transfer tube id.  Attribute tags are needed

· Transmission – retires nominal transmission values

· Air Kerma – Bruce Curran is reviewing this proposal

· Image Reconstruction – Michael Neumann is reviewing this proposal

· Source Strength – accounts for Beta emitting sources

Dose Calculation Request – This proposal submitted by Michael Neumann provides a new service class, new objects and modules for DICOM support of dose calculation and optimization.  This approach, based on pull print in Part 4, appears to be a more practical way than worklist to address dose calculation requests.  The input WG6 gave regarding this proposal was that Interpretation Worklist would be more appropriate.  WG 7 members felt this approach would be acceptable for systems with a small number of clients, but not for a remote dose engine with potentially hundreds of clients in a WAN.  WG6 then suggested that a SOP be combined with the IOD using an N-event message as a signal.  WG7 should submit a new work item on this issue.

VIII.

OTHER BUSINESS

A. RT Query/Retrieve attributes – Members consulted WG6 about using the DICOM Query/Retrieve model in RT.  It was ultimately decided that a new SOP be developed providing the additional requirements needed for RT.  Michael Neumann will draft a proposed supplement.  David Murray will submit a new work proposal. 

B. Dose Calculate Request –Michael Neumann has developed private tag extensions to RT Dose, RT Plan to specify how dose is to be calculated.  The extensions will be uploaded to the DICOM FTP site.

C. Dose Type in RT Dose – An issue raised by Michael Neumann is what is the difference between defined terms “planned” and “desired” dose?  After some discussion, it was agreed the terms “planned” and “delivered” dose should be used.  Delivered dose minus planned dose equals error dose.  We should ask WG6 if we can use signed only for error dose.

IX.

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING
            The date and place of the next WG 7 is scheduled for January 23-24, 2001 (concurrently with WG6) at NEMA in Rosslyn, VA.

X.

ADJOURNMENT
                  The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. on November 1 to meet with WG6 and at 4:00 p.m. on November 2.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:



Vicki Schofield

 Industry Manager
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