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Frank Krickhahn

Presiding Officer:




Frank Krickhahn, Chairman 

Thursday March 19, 2004

Correction of previous minutes: In the attendance list in the Minutes from November 2003, it was incorrectly stated that K.P. Lee represents Hewlett Packard. The minutes should have stated that he represented Philips.

The first day was primarily devoted to SNOMED and terminology issues. 

Among the issues discussed:

There is a need to reference a region on an image through a fiducial (“used as a standard of reference or measurement”). A fiducial could be a device (i.e. stent), a morphology (i.e. calcification), an anatomical landmark (i.e. a bony prominence), or even an observable entity (“location of maximum cross-sectional area”). Ultimately, the region that is referenced would be used as a value for the “Procedure site” relationship in SNOMED to assemble a procedure concept, indicating that some procedure occurred at that location. In other words, we need to be able to say “Stented region of vessel…” or “Stenotic region of vessel…” or “Region of aneurysm…”

There was discussion of applying modifiers to observables, specifically to represent maximum, minimum, or mean of a series of measurements. There is currently no way to post-coordinate that in the SNOMED concept model. Initial discussions with Kent Spackman of SNOMED indicate that for now, we may have to pre-coordinate these concepts as needed, though the discussion continues.

There was discussion around the issue of a “Table” data type, and Real world coordinates and the Clinical statement document. In addition, it was noted that the XML working group has lost some resources, and WG-8 will look into the XML issues at the next meeting.

Next meeting scheduled for July 6-7, 2004, at CAP headquarters in Northfield, IL 
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