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I. INTRODUCTIONS OF ATTENDEES
Introductions of all attendees were made. John Weston, Cyndy Koobs and Tom Probasco were welcomed to the meeting.

II. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
The minutes of the October 2-3,  2003 meeting were approved as distributed.

III. REPORT ON WG 6 MEETING
Doug Sluis reported on the proceedings of the recent WG 6 meeting.

He stated that Supplement 84 had been approved for Letter Ballot. Doug added that Supplement 63 was a significant item on the WG 6 agenda, and was the first significant review which WG 6 had made on the document. It was anticipated that the document would go to public comment in January 2004.

Doug reported that many of the WG 6 committee members felt that the Big Endian transfer syntax should not be used. However, a concern was raised whether anything which was done in this area would break existing implementations. David Clunie had suggested at the meeting that there should be guidance contained within DICOM on how to handle Little Endian and Big Endian transfer syntaxes.

IV. REVIEW OF SUPPLEMENT 90
There was a review of the white paper which was written about Supplement 90. A question was raised as to what this meant in the future for extensions. Doug explained that Supplement 90 would create a SOP Class for every new SR template, instead relying upon the use of a comprehensive SOP Class. 

WG 12 members agreed that a proliferation of SOP Classes would be unhelpful. There needed to be a distinction between application level and communication level.  DICOM, it was stated, did not address the application problem. 

Doug urged everyone to send in negative comments on Supplement 90, because it would add unnecessary work and considerably more testing. He stressed that WG 6 did not fully realize  that SR was fundamentally different and that conformance must be on a finding-by-finding basis. There was also said to be a lack of understanding on WG 6’s part regarding the communications layer and application level.  Doug declared that a well – written, lengthy description of how ultrasound works and its relationship to PACS was needed. Time should be sought to present ultrasound’s case at a future WG 6 meeting.

It was felt that the earliest Supplement 90 would become effective was the end of 2004. By January 2004, the document was scheduled to go out for public comment, so any comments would need to be received by the March WG 6 meeting.

    IV. (Cont’d.)

It was urged that it would be desirable to have a SOP Class which could deal with both processing and presentation. One would not want to have all these SOP Classes when extentions to SR would be anticipated. The proliferation of SOP Classes was stated to have enormous implications, and it was felt that users were not interested in going in this direction.

A break was taken at 9:57 a.m. and the meeting began again at 10:25 a.m.

V. REVIEW OF CHANGE PROPOSALS
Various change proposals were reviewed. Color display images and problems concerning conversion to luminance and chrominance were discussed. Also, concern was raised about choosing the wrong transform.

VI. PRESENTATION STATE
Doug then reviewed his ND Presentation State presentation which he delivered to WG 11. The presentation concerned how to view various acquired ND images, preserve user created views for recall and view “thumbnails” for user selection.  Mapping mechanisms were shown. Also, masking was explained and an example of Ultrasound Real World Domain Mapping was discussed.

From 2003 – 2006, the following schedule was projected for completion of DICOM Supplements:

-Supplement 73 (at Letter Ballot stage and expectation was January 2004 



    for final text)

Subsequent to the completion of Supplement 73, the Supplements listed would be completed in the following order:

-Supplement 63

-Ultrasound Presentation State

-Supplement 43 (3D/4D)

-ND Ultrasound Presentation State

-Enhanced UD Image

VII. REVIEW OF SUPPLEMENT 63
Supplement 63 was reviewed. Additional constraints were added. Macro structure was changed and validation was added. 

Open issues were reviewed. There included:

-SOP Classes

-Vectors and Tensors

-ND IOD

-Segmentation

-Component Array Dimension Mapping

-Stored Values

Vector examples were explained and 3D Tissue Volume was described. It was agreed it would be important for each company to know what they wanted with respect to 3D.

ND Instance Module was discussed and a list of macros were described. Spatial Mapping Matrix was changed to Cartesian Spatial Mapping Macro.

A break for lunch was taken at 12:30 p.m. and the meeting resumed at 2:05 p.m.

VIII. REVIEW OF SUPPLEMENT 84 REGION CALIBRATION
Supplement 84 was addressed. Doug explained that this was relevant to regions that intersect the same display space and show the same bit planes. It was agreed that clarification should be added to this area.

IX. REVIEW OF SUPPLEMENT 78
Pete Magsig was connected to the meeting by telephone. He was asked about the status of the work on Supplement 78. It was reported that Pete and Diane Paine were scheduling a teleconference with several doctors, including Dr. Ensing to discuss the list of terms associated with the Supplement. A deadline of three weeks from the present was set for review of the list of terms. Pete added that there would be time available in January or February 2004 for completion of the Supplement.

It was proposed that a teleconference of the WG be held once the list of terms had been circulated to determine what the highest priority context groups should be. This teleconference was tentatively scheduled for the end of January. June 2004 would be the target for completion of the first draft of Supplement 78.

   IX. (Cont’d.)



If review could be completed by WG 12 at the May 2004 meeting at 


NEMA, then the document could be submitted to WG 6 at their June meeting


for  review. Otherwise, the document should be submitted to WG 6 by 


September 2004. It was noted there were now over 4,000 terms on the list.



A break was taken at 3:00 p.m. and the meeting resumed at 3:15 p.m.

X. REVIEW OF CHANGE PROPOSALS
Various change proposals were discussed. Change proposals reviewed included:

-CP 377 – Support for OB-GYN Vascular Measurements 

-CP 378 – Add Comparison with ISO 2022-JP-2 for Japanese Character Sets

-CP 392 – Add Frame Pointers Module to Multi-Frame Ultrasound IOD

-CP 398 – Add Ultrasound Contrast Agents

-CP 401 – Clarify Patient Orientation

-CP 402 –  Add attributes for Ultrasound Scan Geometry 

-CP 403 –  Correct Typos in Vascular Templates

-CP 417 –  Add Ultrasound Region Bit Flags

-CP 419 – Ultrasound Region Modes

-CP 433 – Retirement of Ultrasound Frame of Reference

The meeting recessed for the day at 5:20 p.m. and began at 8:40 a.m. on the next day.

XI. DISCUSSION OF SUPPLEMENT 43
Supplement 43 was reviewed. Questions were raised about:

-Extensibility

-Contrast

-Usage of data fragments (concatenations)/Compression

(Concatenations would be left as an open issue)

It was felt that it would be acceptable to eliminate Uncalibrated and Propeller from Scan Geometry Macros (except perhaps for IVUS). Also discussed were: Scope and Field of Application, for example, Volume and Cine Volume Types, Physiological Traces and Space Partition. More work was needed on Scan and Sweep.

XI. (Cont’d.)

                     Other changes were made including:



-For Ultrasound ND Image IOD Context Constraints, ND Ultrasound and


ND IVUS should be added.



-For Component Array Dimension Macro Constraints, a change was made 


from Spatial Mapping Macro to Cartesian Mapping Macro.



-For Scan Geometry Macro Attributes, 2D Scan Geometry Sequence and 


3D Scan Geometry Sequence should be added.



A break was taken at 10:10 a.m. and the meeting began again at 10:35 


a.m.

XII. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Doug Sluis was elected as Chairman of WG 12. Members thanked Dave Heaney for his many years of service and dedicated efforts as Chairman of WG 12.

XIII. TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of WG 12 will take place on Wednesday and Thursday, February 18-19, 2004 at the SPIE meeting in San Diego, California, at the Town and Country Hotel. This will enable WG 17 to meet immediately prior to the WG 12 meeting on Monday and Tuesday, February 16-17, 2004.

XIV. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m.
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