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I. APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
Since this was the first meeting of this group, there were no previous minutes to be approved.

All attendees were introduced and Danny Grob and Rich Eaton welcomed the WFUMB members to the meeting.  Rich Eaton gave a brief presentation on NEMA as an organization and explained the rules for conducting NEMA meetings.

II. DESCRIPTION OF WFUMB
Michel Claudon provided a description of the WFUMB organization and its activities. 

III. WG 12 ACTIVITIES
Danny Grob also provided a history of WG 12 activities. At present, the WG was trying to finish up its work on Supplement 78, Pediatric Echo, and on completing Supplement 43, 3D Ultrasound. It was stated that now that Supplement 63, 3D Multi-dimensional Interchange was nearly complete, discussion of that Supplement with WG 17 could help guide members of WG 12 in finishing Supplement 43.  

The process of development of a DICOM Supplement was described. It was emphasized that Supplements once developed required critical review by WG 6 prior to being sent out for public comment and ultimately voted upon. WG 6, it was stated, was the gatekeeper for the DICOM standard and was responsible for maintaining the integrity of the standard. Thus, it was cautioned that WFUMB members should be aware that the development of DICOM Supplements was frequently a long and deliberative process. It was thus difficult to predict the length of time needed to produce a new Supplement. The time required to do so also depended on the availability of human resources which could be dedicated to developing  the documents.

IV. ISSUES OF CONCERN TO WFUMB REPRESENTATIVES
There was a general discussion of the concerns of WFUMB representatives as listed by Michel Claudon. The emerging issues of 3D and 4D were described as very important to DICOM. There was consensus among the WFUMB members that efficiently moving large amounts of data, megabytes in size, should also be treated as a high priority. The speed of PACS systems was cited as a problem. In this regard, 3D/4D concatenation of objects could be of use if data was interrupted in the course of transmission so that data already sent would not be lost. In response to a question, it was stated that it might be possible at some future date to produce a MPEG 2 or MPEG 4 compression scheme for ultrasound to reduce file sizes.

V. NEXT STEPS FOR WG 12 AND WFUMB
Rich Eaton and Danny Grob described the next steps for WG 12 in terms of its activities.  It was emphasized that clinical input was needed so that WG 12 members could design supplements to meet clinicians’ requirements.  An example was given of the list of terms used in Supplement 78 Pediatric Echocardiography. 

        V. (Cont’d.)

In addition, at a future date, but not at present, clinical input would be needed with respect to completing Supplement 43.

It was stated that WFUMB would be sponsoring an international meeting in Vancouver, B.C. in September 2005. OB/GYN and Fetal Echocardiography would be discussed. The clinicians were said to need feedback on what WG 12 needed from them. Michel asked WG 12 member what they could provide to him to prepare for the EURASON meeting in Geneva in September 2005. It was agreed WG 12 would give WFUMB some proposals to review. In turn, WG 12 members agreed that any feedback from the clinicians at their Geneva meeting on 3D and 4D would be welcome. It was also mentioned that in 2006 WFUMB would be holding its next world meeting.  

VI. TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING
There was discussion about where the next WG 12 meeting should be held. Rich Eaton stressed that if WG 12 members felt that it was important to resume work on Supplement 43, and if feasible, WG 12 and WG 17 members should hold a joint one day meeting at SPIE in San Diego, California in February 2005. This was because WG 17 members could provide valuable knowledge to WG 12 members, with regard to Supplement 63, 3D Multi-dimensional Interchange. This would be important to WG 12’s consideration of Supplement 43. Following the joint meeting with WG 17, WG 12 could then meet on its own. Rich Eaton agreed to poll both of the WGs to determine if there was interest in such a joint meeting.

VII. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 p.m. Rich Eaton and Danny Grob thanked the WFUMB members for attending the meeting and expressing positive interest in collaborating with WG 12 on development of its DICOM Supplements.
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