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1. Preliminary Events

· Participants identified themselves.

· Members reviewed and accepted the agenda without modifications.
2. WG-13 objectives and activities
· Emmanuel Cordonnier presented the objectives and activities of WG-13 and previous work that has been finalized about two years ago.  Updates have been made and will be reported in the DICOM Strategy document.

3. Participation of users from medical societies

· Participants agreed to hold future meeting during international congresses such as EAES.  During these meetings it will be possible to meet with vendor representatives.  However, it is necessary to involve more users from medical societies.

4. End-user feedback on video acquisition in xx-scopy

· Participants discussed aims for video acquisition in xx-scopy

· Participants reported that there is not very much demand from customers to record and store full-length videos.  However, in Nordic countries like Finland, there are rules to document full Laparoscopy examination for quality management reasons.  The main demands for recording sequences are for keeping the possibility either to come back on it if a complication happens in the following week or, when the case is re-used, for education and research 

· It was reported that more and more patients ask for a copy of the examination on CD or DVD.

· In Endosurgery diagnoses are taken in real time from video signal.  For reporting, single images are used. 

· Participants agreed that video length is very surgeon-dependent (10s to some minutes).

· Participants agreed that monitoring is not a real aim for video acquisition storage.

· Recording the different physiological signals could be either in signal mode or in video mode.  The storage is a secondary priority.

5. Need for acquisition context information in Endoscopy

· Emmanuel Cordonnier presented ‘touchy’ attributes like image type, manufacturer, physician’s name, study description, anatomic region, and acquisition context. He asked all members to pay attention on the usage of these attributes.  The participants will check with their technical teams to see if there are some needs for clarification.

6. Examples of DICOM video sequences

· Cor Loef informed the participants about a NEMA initiative to create an image database.  The goal of this initiative is the enhancement of interoperability for image data.  This database is accessible only to vendors that are members of NEMA.

· Not all participants could give a spontaneous agreement to use this database and share images.

7. Perspectives of high definition video (HDTV)

· Participants discussed the perspective and user demands for HDTV

· Participants agreed that there is probably no real domain, which is really depending on HDTV.  However some physicians realize that HDTV gives much better images, and they want to use it.  Participants agree that when HDTV is adopted by the consumer market, VL medical equipment will have to use it.

· Concerning the appropriate compression technology for HDTV, Andy Kydd (Sony) stated that MPEG4 is probably too far away.  He said MPEG2 HD – using the MP@HL profile (80 MBit/s) – might be the better standard, currently, because of the availability of chips for real time encoding, as used in Camcorders. 

· Not all participants could agree or disagree because of lacking expertise.

· Emmanuel Cordonnier proposed to prepare a work item proposal on the HDTV during the next WG-13 meeting.

8. Cooperation with WG-24, WG-26, IHE-J-Endoscope

· Werner Karb (University Leipzig) reported about WG-24 (Surgery) activities.  WG-24 is currently analyzing use cases and workflows in surgery.

· Jacques Klossa reported about WG-26 (Pathology) activities.  WG-26 needs to analyze the DICOM object model in order to adopt it for Pathology.  For instance, it is necessary to identify objects, specimen, blocks and slides.  In addition, Pathology handles very large images with up to 100.0002 pixel.  WG-26 is currently writing a draft for an information model.

· Emmanuel Cordonnier presented a diagram of the workflow in (diagnosis) Endoscopy created by IHE-Japan.  It highlights the necessary link with the pathology.  This local project shall be launched to a larger project in near future.

9. Feedback on DICOM MPEG-2 implementation

· Participants discussed feedback and experiences in implementing MPEG2. 

· Participants did not report major problems with MPEG2 implementations.  The image quality is acceptable for the purposes.

· The compatibility with PACS server is very limited.  Very few systems are available that support MPEG encoded image objects.

· Participants also reported a lack of DICOM viewers supporting MPEG2.

· Participants discussed the requirement to edit objects and stated that there is a need on the acquisition side but not for reviewing.  Only cases for education and research are edited.

10. Work item proposal, if required

· Participants agreed that it is too early for a work item on HDTV.  However a work item shall be prepared during the next meetings.

11. Other business

· No new business.

12. Next Meeting

· The next meeting shall take place during the DDW (Digestive Disease Week) that will take place in Washington from 19 – 24 May 2007. 

· Participants agreed to hold one of the next meetings in Japan.

13. Adjournment

· The meeting was adjourned at 15:30.
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