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1. REVIEW OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

The minutes of the June 13-14 meeting and the July 23 teleconference were approved as distributed via e-mail.

2. DICOM WG 6 MEETING RESULTS (SEPTEMBER 10-13)

Status of Correction Proposals:

· CP-265 Measurement templates: planned to be included in the voting packet after the October 29 – November 1 meeting.

· SNOMED code updates for Supplement 50: No new CPs were addressed at the meeting.  This proposed CP is already in the WG 6 October 29 meeting folder.

3. DICOM WG 8 MEETING RESULTS (AUGUST 28-29)

WG 8 Correction Proposals:

· Template parameters (CP-274): Harry Solomon (WG 6, WG 8) is still working on it.  Will be discussed again at WG 6 in October.

· Doug Sluis is working on a CP to organize DICOM Part 16, Annex A and B, to group the templates and context groups into sections by category, such as Common, CAD SR, etc.  May be submitted to WG 6 in October.

Patient clinical history:

· WG 8 is taking a very general approach, and planning to make use of template parameters (see ClinicalHistoryTemplate2.doc).  Currently there are not enough layers (only two) to represent the hierarchy of the proposed clinical history for breast (see breashist.doc).  Steve and Janet will continue to work with WG 8, and present alternative solutions as WG 15 progresses.

XML schema for templates:

· WG 8 is working on an XML representation of the templates and context groups defined in DICOM Part 16.  Fred Behlen distributed a proposal, and the group is iterating on it.

4. RESPONSE FROM WG 16 (MR) ON ATTRIBUTES FOR MR OF BREAST

E-mail was received from Matthias Drobnitzy on 8/5/2001, stating: “We discussed your point in our last telephone conference and agreed inside

WG16 that the information in the attribute Last Menstrual Date can be given  via the HIS/RIS.  It is not MR-specific, and stands in the context of other attributes which are also used for patient management, the patient's medical state or history.  As such it can be made available to the receiver of the MR breast study.”  WG 16 does not see a need to store the attribute within the DICOM MR Image IOD.  If WG 15 agrees, no further action will be taken.

5. DICOM MAMMOGRAPHY SERIES CONVENTIONS

Janet collected all of the responses to the question of whether it would be possible to establish common conventions or recommendations for the grouping of digital mammography x-ray images into DICOM Series, distributed to WG 15 via e-mail on 8/1/2001, into a file (see DICOM-Mammography-Series-conventions.txt).

6. REVIEW ACTION ITEMS FROM JULY 23 TELECONFERENCE

All action items were completed.  Worthy of note is that Dr. Irena Tocino has not responded to inquiries regarding the latest chest terminology structure, and asked to be removed from the WG 15 e-mail distribution list.  No responses have been received from the clinical community recently, other than Dr. Carl Vyborny.

7. GENERAL MAMMOGRAPHY REPORT

Fred described the XML representation for a Structured Mammography Report that he is developing for a National Digital Mammography Archive (NDMA) project.  The corresponding files were distributed to WG 15 via e-mail on 9/7/2001.  The information required for NDMA includes a BI-RADSTM based National Mammography Database (NMD) statistical report file, plus narrative text from a diagnostic report, and patient and exam context.  Tools already exist to create simple text NMD files containing 126 <TAB> delimited fields, for exchange.  The NMD export file contains statistical data only, and is not a signed diagnostic report.

Bottom line: Is there a true need for a specialized DICOM Structured Report SOP Class for the storage and exchange of a General Mammography Report, and is there enough drive and bandwidth from the vendor and clinical community to complete such a DICOM Supplement?

The group agreed to move forward with a specialized DICOM Structured Report for the General Mammography Report, which will consist of a container for the NMD statistical data (Sections A-F) that includes patient clinical history, and a container for the radiologist’s narrative text.  The patient and exam context is defined in the attributes of the DICOM SR that precede the SR Document Content.  The CAD vendors will evaluate whether this is sufficient to use as future input to CAD systems.

Toward this end, the following actions were assigned:

· Fred will e-mail an XML representation for the BI-RADSTM 3.1 NMD to WG 15.

· Carla will e-mail an electronic copy of the BI-RADSTM 3.0 and 3.1 NMD section to those who need it.  Janet will e-mail a list of people to Carla.

· Steve will compose DICOM SR templates that represent the BI-RADSTM 3.1 NMD, within 3-4 weeks.  This will include the Patient Clinical History fields from NMD Section D, which he has worked with already.

· Julian will help Steve to complete the templates according to the DICOM Standard format.

· Janet will e-mail to Tom the list of attributes contained in the general DICOM SR modules.

· Tom will compare the BI-RADSTM 3.1 NMD fields to the attributes contained in the DICOM SR Modules, and report a list of the fields that appear in both.  The overlap is expected to be found in NMD Section C. 

8. CHEST CAD SR

No comments were received on Supplement 65, Chest CAD SR, Revision 8, distributed via e-mail to WG 15 on 9/7/2001.

Janet requested and received approval from the group to proceed to WG 6 on October 29 to present Supplement 65 for approval for Public Comment, pending the following modifications:

· Janet will add more pictures to the informative annex in Part 3, to explain the by-reference relationships between the various sub-trees.

· Janet will fill in definitions in Part 16, Annex D, for terms that are likely to be assigned DICOM codes.  Any definitions taken from the glossary in Fraser and Pare will be noted with a reference.

· Julian will complete some of the examples contained in the informative annex in Part 3.

The revision that will be submitted to WG 6 will be completed by October 15.  Janet will confirm with Deus Technologies that this version is acceptable to them.  Potential sources of codes for the coded terminology should be discussed with WG 8 and the Ad hoc codes group of WG 6 during the public comment period, to allow plenty of time for resolution prior to final text.

9. NEXT MEETING(S)

Conference rooms at the ACR will not be available until at least June 2002.

Janet and Lynne will discuss potential dates and locations for the next in-person meeting, and distribute to WG 15 via e-mail, to poll for the best option.

Some WG 15 members will be attending the Breast Imaging Conference (BIC) in Monterey, CA on October 15-17.  If they meet to work on action items from this teleconference, an ACR or clinical representative shall be present.

10. ADJOURNMENT

The teleconference was adjourned at 11:55am EDT.

